
THE CATECHETICAL CHURCH

The Ten Commandments

THE NINTH COMMANDMENT

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
What does this mean?

We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neigh-
bor’s inheritance or house, or obtain it by a show of right, but do all we 

can to help him keep it.

THE TENTH COMMANDMENT

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, workers, animals, or any-
thing that belongs to your neighbor.

What does this mean?
We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our 
neighbor’s spouse, workers, or animals, but urge them to stay and do 

their duty.

✜       ✜       ✜       ✜       ✜

These two commandments are given quite exclusively to the Jewish 
people. Nevertheless, in part they also apply to us. For they do not inter-
pret them as referring to unchastity or theft. These are forbidden well 
enough above. They also thought that they had kept all those commands 
when they had done or not done the external act.  Therefore, God has 
added these two commandments in order that it  be considered sinful 

and forbidden to desire or in any way to aim at get-
ting our neighbor’s wife or possessions. 
For our natural instinct is that no one wants to see 
someone else  have as  much as  himself.  Each one 
acquires as much as he can. The other may do as 
best he can. Yet we pretend to be godly, know how 
to dress ourselves up most finely, and conceal our 

base character. We resort to and invent tricky ways and deceitful works 
(like those that are now daily and most ingeniously invented). We act as 
though these ways were derived from the legal codes. In fact, we even 
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This commandment 
is given not for 

cheaters…[but[ for 
the most pious.



dare properly to refer to the law and boast about it. We will not have this 
called trickery, but shrewdness and caution. Lawyers and jurists assist in 
this who twist and stretch the law to suit it to their cause. They stress 
words and use them for a trick, despite fairness or their neighbor’s need. 
In short, whoever is the most expert and cunning in these affairs finds 
the most help in the law, as they themselves say, “The laws favor the 
watchful.”

This  last  commandment,  therefore,  is  given not  for  cheaters  in  the 
eyes of the world. It is for the most pious, who want to be praised and to 
be called honest and upright people. 

In whatever way such things happen, we must know that God does 
not want you to deprive your neighbor of anything that belongs to him, 
so the the suffer the loss and you gratify your greed with it. This is true 
even if you could keep it honorably before the world. For it is a secret 
and sly trick done “under the hat,” as we say, so it may not be noticed. 
Although you go your way as if you had done no one any wrong, you 
have still injured your neighbor. If it is not called stealing and cheating, it 
is still called coveting your neighbor’s property, that is, aiming at posses-
sion of it, luring it away from him without his consent, and being unwill-
ing to see him enjoy what God has granted him. Even though the judge 
and everyone must let you keep it, God will not let you keep it. For He 
sees the deceitful heart and world’s malice, which is sure to take an extra 
long measure wherever you yield to her a finger’s breadth. Eventually 
public wrong and violence follow.

Therefore, we allow these commandments to remain in their ordinary 
meaning. It is commanded, first, that we do not desire our neighbor’s 
harm, nor even assist, nor give opportunity for it. But we must gladly 
wish and leave him what he has. Also, we must advance and preserve 
for him what may be for his profit and service, just as we wish to be 
treated [Matthew 7:12]. So these commandments are especially directed 
against envy and miserable greed. God wants to remove all causes and 
sources from which arises everything by which we harm our neighbor. 
Therefore, He expresses it in plain words, “You shall not covet,” and so 
on. For He especially wants us to have a pure heart [Matthew 5:8], al-
though we will never attain to that as long as we live here. So this com-
mandment will remain, like all the rest, one that will constantly accuse 
us and show how godly we are in God’s sight!

Large Catechism, I:293, 297-300, 307-10  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Questions for the Week

1. What is the difference between the Ninth and Tenth Command-
ments? What truth about the “weight” of sinful thoughts does God 
stress by giving us two commandments that address coveting? Why 
is this truth difficult for people to accept? 

2. What is sometimes our attitude when our neighbor prospers and 
succeeds in finding happiness in his family life or in his work? To 
what can this attitude lead? What does God want our attitude to be?

3. Is it a moral requirement, that is, is it God’s will that we take positive 
action to help our neighbor in matters of money and property, as well 
as in his business and family life? Or is it optional? Give a biblical 
example of when such help was freely given.

4. Agree or disagree: It is wrong to offer a person more money so that 
he will leave his present employer and come to work for you.
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5. According to the following passages, why can Christians always be 
content?

• “Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire 
besides you” (Psalm 73:25).

• “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33).

6. How did Jesus save us from our sins of coveting and from all other 
sins?

Family Prayer  

Lord God, every day we battle sinful and covetous thoughts. 
Strengthen us by your Word so that our thoughts, as well as our 

words and actions, might be pleasing to you. Help us live as people 
who have been truly redeemed by the blood of your Son. In his name 

we ask this. Amen.

Answers to these questions can be found at  
www.goodshepherdkearney.org/summer-catechism-series
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