
ASH WEDNESDAY 



GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
Kearney, Nebraska
Wednesday, February 14, 2018

ABOUT ASH WEDNESDAY 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the Christian’s 
40-day journey with the Lord to the cross and tomb, preparing 
for the proclamation of Easter. The 40 days are reminiscent of 
several biblical events: Jesus’ 40-day fast at the beginning of his 
ministry, Moses’ stay on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Law, 
or Elijah’s fast on his way to the mountain of God.

Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten journey with a reminder of our mortality and a call to 
repentance. The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash 
Wednesday its name. The imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively Roman Catholic practice, 
and today is observed widely by Christians of many traditions. The church father, Tertullian (c. a.d. 
160–215), writes of the practice as a public expression of repentance and of our human frailty that 
stands in need of Christ. The ashes remind us forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall 
the words from the rite for Christian burial: “…earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust…,” words 
that will very likely be spoken over us all.

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY 

As Christians who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and that every word written in it is God’s 
holy Word, we believe that we receive the body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. 
While this is something that goes beyond our human understanding, our faith allows us to accept this 
as true. God warns us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching or who denies this 
real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if not properly taught first (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29).
As a congregation we care about people and about the spiritual well-being of individuals, especially 
those attending the Lord’s Table today. And we certainly don’t want you to do damage to your soul. So, 
if you are a guest and desire to commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is 
open to those who confess oneness with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another con-
gregation, and are members of our congregation, one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evan-
gelical Lutheran Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
[ELS].

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Preacher & Celebrant Pr. Nathanael Seelow............................................................................................................................
Keyboardist Michelle Reinsch ......................................................................................................................................................
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THE DIVINE SERVICE

PENITENTIAL PSALM  Psalm 51a CWS p. 48

❡The Pastor sings the refrain first. The congregation is asked to join in the repeated refrain. The pastor and congregation will sing the 
verses of the Psalm responsively.

m Refrain

A Refrain

m Have mercy on | me, O God, 
according to your un-| failing love; 

according to your great com- | passion  
blot out my trans- | gressions.

C Wash away all my in- | iquity  
 and cleanse me | from my sin. 
  For I know my trans- | gressions, 
   and my sin is always be- | fore me. 

A Refrain 

m Against you, you only, | have I sinned  
and done what is evil | in your sight. 

Surely I was sin- | ful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother con- | ceived me.

C Hide your face | from my sins  
 and blot out all my in- | iquity. 
  Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation 
   and grant me a willing spirit, to sus- | tain me. 
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A Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
and to the Holy | Spirit, 

  as it was in the be- | ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A Refrain 

❡ Silence for reflection.

PSALM PRAYER 

m Almighty and merciful Father, you freely forgive those who, as David of old, acknowledge and confess 
their sins. Create in us pure hearts, and wash away all our sins in the blood of your dear Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen. 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

❡ Stand.

m Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all 
humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and 
creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, 
who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his 
mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the 
death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become 
the righteousness of God.

During the forty days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God. 
The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must also 
know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and 
neighbor. 

I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit yourselves to 
this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of reflection and self-
examination.

❡ Silence for reflection and self-examination.

CONFESSION OF SINS 

❡ Those who wish may kneel.

m Most holy and merciful Father,
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C We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault,  
 by our own grievous fault  
  in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done,  
 and by what we have left undone. 

m We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 

m We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved the Holy Spirit.

C Have mercy on us, Lord. 

m We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,

C We confess to you, O Lord. 

m Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people,

C We confess to you, O Lord. 

m Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,

C We confess to you, O Lord. 

m Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work,

C  We confess to you, O Lord. 

m Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us,

C  We confess to you, O Lord. 

m Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering and our 
indifference to injustice and cruelty,

C Forgive us, O Lord. 

m For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and contempt 
for those who differ from us,

C  Forgive us, O Lord. 

m For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will,

C  Forgive us, O Lord. 

m Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

C Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  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ABSOLUTION 

❡ If kneeling, stand.

m Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but rather 
that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✠ and of the Holy Spirit.

During these forty days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we 
continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

C Amen. 

HYMN  In Hopelessness and Near Despair CWS 738 
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THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

SALUTATION Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22 

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  Collect 

m Let us pray.

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn 
to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your 
full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

❡ Be seated.

FIRST LESSON  Joel 2:12-19

VEN NOW, declares the LORD, 
return to me with all your heart, 
with fasting and weeping and mourning. 
13 Tear your heart and not your garments. 

Return to the LORD your God, 
for he is gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in mercy, 
and he relents from sending disaster. 

14 Who knows? 
He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing— 

grain offerings and drink offerings for the LORD your God. 
15 Blow the ram’s horn in Zion. 
Set aside a day of fasting. 

�7

E



Call a solemn convocation.  
16 Gather the people. 
Consecrate the assembly. 
Bring together the elders. 
Gather the children, even those nursing at the breast. 
Let the bridegroom leave his room,  

and the bride her chamber.
17 Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, 

weep between the temple porch and the altar. 
Let them say, 

“Spare your people, O LORD.” 
Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, 

a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples,  

“Where is their God?”
18 Then the LORD will be zealous for his land 

and take pity on his people. 
19 The LORD will respond to them: 

“I am sending you grain, 
new wine and oil, 
enough to satisfy you fully.  
Never again will I make you an object of scorn to the nations.”

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God! 

PSALM  Psalm 130 CW:OS p. 150 

❡The Pastor will sing the refrain first. The congregation is asked to join in the repeated refrain and as indicated throughout the psalm. 
The pastor will sing the verses of the Psalm. All are invited to sing the Gloria Patri [“Glory be to the Father…”].

m Refrain

A Refrain

m Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; O LORD, | hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for | mercy.  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If you, O LORD, kept a re- | cord of sins,  
O LORD, | who could stand?

But with you there is for- | giveness;  
therefore | you are feared. 

I wait for the LORD, my | soul waits, 
and in his word I | put my hope.

A Refrain

m My soul waits for the LORD more than watchmen wait for the | morning,  
more than watchmen wait for the | morning.  

O Israel, put your hope | in the LORD,  
for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full re- | demption. 

A Glory be to the Father and | to the Son 
and to the Holy | Spirit, 

  as it was in the be- | ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

A Refrain

❡ Silence for reflection.

PSALM PRAYER 

m God of might and compassion, open your ears to the prayers of your people, who wait for you. Do not 
leave us in the depths of our sins, but listen to your Church pleading for the fullness of your 
redemption; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.  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SECOND LESSON  2 Peter 1:2-11

RACE AND PEACE be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord. 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness 
through the knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and excellence. 
4 Through these he has given us his precious and great promises so that through 

them you may share in the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that sinful lust 
causes in the world. 
5 And, for this very reason, after applying every effort, add moral excellence to your faith. To 
moral excellence, add knowledge. 6 To knowledge, add self-control. To self-control, add patient 
endurance. To patient endurance, add godliness. 7 To godliness, add brotherly affection. And to 
brotherly affection, add love. 8 For if you have these qualities and they are increasing, they are 
going to keep you from being idle or unfruitful in regard to your knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 Indeed, the person who lacks these qualities is shortsighted and, in fact, blind, because 
he has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers, be more eager to make your calling and election sure for yourselves. For 
if you do these things, you will never stumble. 11 In fact, in this way you will be richly supplied 
with an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God! 

TRACT  Joel 2:13b (RSV) 

m Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love.

C Lord, have mercy. 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 6:16-21

❡ Stand.

m The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter six.

C Praise be to you, O Lord! 

HENEVER YOU FAST, do not make yourself look sad like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces to show everyone that they are fasting. Amen I tell you: They 
have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 
face, 18 so that it is not apparent to people that you are fasting, but only to your 

Father who sees what is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. 
19 “Do not store up treasures for yourselves on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and 
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rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 Because where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also. 

m This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to you, O Christ! 

NICENE CREED 

C We believe in one God,  Dt. 6:4 
   the Father, the Almighty,  2 Cor. 6:18 
   maker of heaven and earth, Is. 51:13 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. Col.1:16 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  1 Cor. 8:6 
  the only Son of God,  Jn. 3:18 

   eternally begotten of the Father, Heb. 1:2,5 
  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  Jn. 1 

   begotten, not made,  Hebrews 1:2,5 
   of one being with the Father. Jn. 10:30 
  Through him all things were made. Jn. 1:3 
  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 1 Th. 5:9; Jn. 6:38 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:35 
   and became fully human. Gal. 4:4 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. Mk. 15:15 
  He suffered death and was buried. 1 Cor. 15:3-4a 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 1 Cor. 15:4b 
   He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. Heb. 1:13 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim.4:1 
   and his kingdom will have no end. Lk. 1:33 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the Lord, the giver of life, Job 33:4 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, Jn. 15:26 

  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Jn. 4:24 
   who has spoken through the prophets. 2 Pet.1:25 
  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. Mt. 16:18; Eph. 2:19-20 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. Eph. 4:5; Ac. 2:38 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead  1 Cor. 15:21-22 
   and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen. Rev. 22 

❡ Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY  Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 377 (1,10) 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SERMON Psalm 51:12-15

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation. 
Sustain me with a willing spirit.

13  I will teach rebels your ways, 
and sinners will turn to you.

14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
the God who saves me.

My tongue will shout for joy about your righteousness.
15 LORD, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise.

Rejoicing in Repentance

OFFERTORY Psalm 51 

❡ Stand.

❡ Be seated. 

�12



OFFERING 

❡ In response to God’s generous love and forgiveness, we bring our generous offerings to him. The members of Good Shepherd have 
joined together to proclaim the gospel in this community. These offerings support that work. While our guests are welcome to 
participate in the offering if they choose, they should not feel at all obligated to do so.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

❡ Stand.

m Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

❡ Brief silence

m Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as we enter this Lenten season, we pray that You 
would grant us repentant hearts that are turned toward You. We know that we have often wandered 
from Your ways and transgressed Your Law. We know that we deserve nothing from You but death and 
punishment. Yet by Your grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, we also know that Your Son took all 
that we deserve into His own body on the tree of the cross. Throughout this holy season, fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Lord, in Your mercy,     C     hear our 
prayer.

m Holy Lord, grant faithful pastors to Your Church, who preach this message of the cross throughout 
this season and always. Bless all who hear the preaching of the cross, that they may be strengthened in 
their faith and purified in their consciences, knowing that they have forgiveness of all their sins, 
eternal life and everlasting salvation in Christ, their Lord. Lord, in Your mercy,     C     hear our 
prayer.

m Merciful Lord, forgive us for so often laying up for ourselves treasures on earth. You know how far 
afield our hearts often have been. Turn us, Lord. Inspire us to lay up for ourselves treasures in heaven, 
and give us generous hearts, that we might support Your ministry and mission among us and 
throughout the world, and that we might give aid where we’re able to the poor, hungry, homeless, 
unemployed and any others who need our help. Lord, in Your mercy,     C     hear our prayer.

m Gracious Lord, as You renew us and refresh us by the grace You show to us in Jesus, grant us to abound 
in good works to Your glory and for the benefit of our neighbor. Fashion us into Your humble 
instruments who walk in the works that You have prepared for us, always keeping us mindful that it is 
Your work and not our own, so that we might not become puffed up with pride and the desire to be 
noticed. Lord, in Your mercy,     C     hear our prayer.

m Comfort Your people, dear Lord, in their many and various afflictions. Relieve the sick, the suffering, 
the addicted, the troubled and the dying [including ______________]. Give to them healing, peace and 
recovery as You so will. Keep us mindful that by Christ’s wounds we are healed, both in this life and, 
ultimately, in the resurrection on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,     C     hear our prayer.

m There is no greater worship than to receive the very gifts that You give to us for our salvation and 
eternal life, merciful Father. As we begin the Lenten fast this day, bless all who feast upon the body and 
blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, in His Supper. Through this Sacrament, strengthen our love for You 
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and for one another, that we may go forth to live lives of faith and service in Your holy name. Lord, in 
Your mercy,     C     hear our prayer.

m We pray all these things in the name of our crucified and risen Lord, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.     C     Amen.

THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

SALUTATION Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22 

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you. 

PREFACE  

m Lift up your hearts. Lamentations 3:41

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

C It is good and right so to do. 

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly died under the curse of 
this world ’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God’s blessing. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 
and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

m Blessed are you, O Lord, because you have brought us from death to life. With humble and repentant 
hearts, we praise and thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ. Through his body and blood, once given 
and poured out for us, forgive our sins and strengthen us for our journey heavenward. Unite us to our 
crucified and risen Lord, that we may believe in him, confess him, call on his name, and finally be 
delivered from this world to the feast of the Lamb, whose kingdom has no end.

C Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  Pater Noster Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

C Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver ✠ us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

�15



WORDS OF INSTITUTION  Verba Mt. 26:26-30; Mk. 14:22-24; Lk. 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25 

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body ✠, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this is my 
blood ✠ of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD  Pax Domini John 20:19 

m The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei 
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❡ Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION  

❡ Good Shepherd confesses and practices the Biblical teaching of a Closed Communion. We ask that only members of the Wisconsin 
Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at the Lord’s Table. If you have questions concerning our 
communion practice, or would like to inquire about how you, too, can commune with us, please speak with the Pastor following the 
service.

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal Preparation for Holy Communion, found 
on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. This page helps us put into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to 
examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)

Prayer suggestions for before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper can be found in the hymnal on pages 10-11 and 134-139.

❡ In dismissing the communicants, the minister says:

m Now, may this true body and blood strengthen and keep you in the true faith to life everlasting. Your 
sins ✠ are forgiven. Go in peace. Amen. 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SONG OF SIMEON  Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32 

❡ Stand.

POST-COMMUNION ANTIPHON Psalm 107:1 

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C And his mercy endures forever. 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

m We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.  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BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27 

m The LORD bless you and keep you. 
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look on you with favor and ✠ give you peace.

C Amen. 

❡ Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN  All Who Believe and are Baptized CW 299 

✠          ✠          ✠

As the congregation exits the church this evening, those who received the 
imposition of ashes today are invited to use the water of the font to wash the 
ashes away. Those who do not have ash to remove are encouraged to dip their 

hand in the font and make the sign of the cross over themselves. This action 
(for those with or without ashes) is a good reminder as we embark on this 

penitential season that baptism has removed the filth of sin from us, and that 
we have been “marked on the head and on the heart as redeemed children of 

God.” May you be reminded of your baptismal grace every day! Peace be to you!

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License #A-716958.
Divine Service 1 Music: Kermit Moldenhauer © 2002 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Psalm 51a Refrain & Tune: Ronald Shilling © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
CWS 738 Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1987 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
CWS 738 Tune: G.A. Hennig © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Psalm 130 Refrain & Tune: © 2004 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Prayer of the Church for Ash Wednesday © 2018 Let Us Pray. from the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod [LCMS]. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 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