
THE BAPTISM OF JESUS CHRIST
The First Sunday of Epiphany 



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Kearney, Nebraska

Sunday, January 8, 2017

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE BAPTISM OF JESUS CHRIST

The long-expected Christ has arrived; the waiting is over as the Son of David is anointed. The 
Father’s approval sounds from heaven and book-ends the season of Epiphany, when, with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, it thunders again on the Mount of Transfiguration as the Son is 
revealed in glory. 

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

In Holy Communion, we share in the mystery of the bread and wine offered together 
with the body and blood of  Christ.  As Christians who believe that  the Bible  is 
inspired by God and that every word written in it is God’s holy Word, we believe 

that we receive the body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. While 
this is  something that goes beyond our human understanding, our faith allows us to 

accept this as true. God warns us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching 
or who denies this real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if 
not taught first. 

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially those attending the Lord’s Table today. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are members 
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of our congregation,  one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS].

SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preaching & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael Seelow.........................................................................
Keyboardist Michelle Reinsch....................................................................................................................
Ushers Les & Trevor Adelung.....................................................................................................................
Greeters George & Dee Scott.......................................................................................................................
Sound Technician Logan Hansen..............................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License #A-716958.

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

All Scripture is from the The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers.

Artwork by Ed Riojas © 2012 Higher Things, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Divine Service II — Christian Worship: Supplement, pg. 28

INVOCATION Matthew 28:19

m In the name of the Father and of the Son ✜ and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES

m I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born 
of water and the Spirit. 

C Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. John 3:5,6

m Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our Psalm 51:5  
mothers conceived us.

C But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were 1 Corinthians 6:11 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and  
by the Spirit of our God.
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“In the morning 
when you get up, 
make the sign of the 
holy cross and say, ‘In 
the name of the 
Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.’”

— Small Catechism 
Daily Prayers



CONFESSION OF SINS

m As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.

The penitent may kneel. 

Brief silence for meditation on God’s Word and for self-examination as you consider your 
thoughts, words, and actions according to the Ten Commandments.

m Lord of Life, 

C I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice,  
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus sake.

ABSOLUTION Ephesians 5:25-27

m Christ  loved the church and gave himself  up for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 
blemish, but holy and blameless. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 
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“The Office of the 
Keys is that special 
authority which 
Christ has given to 
His church on earth 
to forgive the sins of 
repentant sinners…”

— Small Catechism,  
The Office of the 

Keys, Part I



and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son ✜ and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

If kneeling, please stand.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

m Let us pray.

Father  in  heaven,  at  the  baptism  of  Jesus  in  the  River  Jordan  you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. 
Keep  us  who  are  baptized  into  Christ  faithful  in  our  calling  as  your 
children and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

Be seated. 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The Collect (also 
called the “Prayer of 
the Day”) is a concise 
prayer which 
“collects” the 
thoughts of the day 
and presents them to 
God in his mercy. 
Most of these prayers 
have been in use in 
the Church for more 
than 1,500 years. By 
praying these prayers, 
we join with the great 
body of believers, the 
communion of saints, 
and with the 
generations yet to 
come. The 
congregation makes 
the Collect its own 
with its “Amen,” a 
declaration that what 
has been said is true 
and affirming its 
trust in the Lord’s 
promise; “Yes, yes, 
this is most certainly 
true.”



The Service of the Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 49:1-6

1 Listen to me, O coastlands,  
and give attention, you peoples from afar.  

The LORD called me from the womb,  
from the body of my mother he named my name.  

2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword;  
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;  

he made me a polished arrow;  
in his quiver he hid me away.  

3 And he said to me, “You are my servant,  
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  

4 But I said, “I have labored in vain;  
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;  

yet surely my right is with the LORD, 
and my recompense with my God.”

5 And now the LORD says,  
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,  

to bring Jacob back to him;  
and that Israel might be gathered to him—  

for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord,  
and my God has become my strength—  

6 he says:  
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant  

to raise up the tribes of Jacob  
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;  

I will make you as a light for the nations,  
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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On the surface the 
ministry that Jesus 
began at his baptism 
appears to be an 
exercise in futility. 
But just as the Father 
said at his baptism, 
God was well pleased 
with his Son. That 
work therefore would 
be blessed richly, even 
though few realize or 
see it. It would be 
richly blessed in each 
of those who the 
Father gives to the 
Son—the Son wins 
them first and gives 
them to the Father 
and then the Father 
gives them back to the 
Son as rewards for his 
labors to win them! 



PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 2 | CW p. 65

Refrain

Why do the nations | conspire*  
and the peoples | plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers  
gather together a- | gainst the LORD*  
and against his A- | nointed One.

Refrain

The One enthroned in | heaven laughs;*  
the Lord | scoffs at them.

Then he rebukes them in his anger  
and terrifies them in his wrath, | saying,*  
“I have installed my King on Zion, my | holy hill.”

I will proclaim the decree | of the LORD:*  
He said to me, “You are my Son;  
today I have become your | Father.”

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Refrain
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“Let us laugh at 
raging Satan and the 
world (yes, even at 
sin and our 
conscience in us). 
Truly, because the 
punishment of the 
godless is delayed up 
to now, it is certain 
that God is also 
laughing, God, who is 
in heaven and cannot 
be driven from there 
by impious men. 
Therefore He rightly 
laughs at their vain 
attempts. We may 
think that we would 
also laugh if we were 
seated in such a high 
place and a fortress so 
fortified…But these 
thoughts reveal our 
lack of faith. For all of 
us who believe in 
Christ are most truly 
in that same heaven 
in which the Lord 
dwells, if not in the 
flesh, nevertheless in 
faith and in the 
Word.”

— Martin Luther



SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1-11

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the  dead by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  we  too  might  walk  in 
newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6  We know 
that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin 
might  be  brought  to  nothing,  so  that  we  would  no  longer  be 
enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives 
to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 1:11b; Romans 10:17

m Alleluia.  Alleluia.  You  are  my  Son,  whom  I  love;  with  you  I  am  well 
pleased. Alleluia.
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Following each lesson, 
the Pastor announces, 
“The Word of the 
Lord.” We know from 
Scripture that God 
comes to us through 
the Means of Grace, 
that is the Gospel that 
is found in the Word 
and the Sacrament. 
So, within the service 
God has come to us 
convicting us in our 
sin through the Law, 
and pronouncing 
forgiveness through 
the life-giving Gospel. 
The congregation—in 
response to such love
—praises the Lord in 
reply: “Thanks be to 
God!”



HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11

Please stand.

m The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter one.

C Praise be to you, O Lord.

4   John  appeared,  baptizing  in  the  wilderness  and  proclaiming  a 
baptism  of  repentance  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins.  5  And  all  the 
country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were 
being  baptized  by  him  in  the  river  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins. 
6  Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt 
around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, 
saying,  “After  me  comes  he  who is  mightier  than  I,  the  strap  of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have 
baptized  you  with  water,  but  he  will  baptize  you  with  the  Holy 
Spirit.”
9   In  those  days  Jesus  came  from  Nazareth  of  Galilee  and  was 
baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the 
water,  immediately  he  saw the  heavens  being  torn  open  and the 
Spirit  descending on  him like  a  dove.  11  And a  voice  came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

m This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated.
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It’s almost a secret 
that Jesus was 
baptized; it appears 
that no one was there 
to witness it except 
for John. But what an 
amazing 
announcement! As 
the lowliest of the low 
baptized the highest of 
the high, the Trinity 
showed itself; the 
Spirit covered and 
filled the lowly 
human nature of the 
Son, and the Father 
attested to his favor in 
all that the Son is and 
is about to do. But it 
was all a secret except 
to John and now to 
us, to whom God 
reveals it in his Word 
and in our baptism. 
For there, too, is a 
mystery and secret 
known only to God 
and to those he reveals 
it. In your baptism 
the Trinity is hidden, 
but really there: the 
Spirit covers and 
comes to dwell in you; 
the Son presents you 
to his Father as one 
for whom he did all of 
his work; the Father is 
well pleased with you 
because of what his 
Son has done for you. 



HYMN OF THE DAY To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord | CW 89

SERMON Mark 1:4-11

Jesus Christ Becomes the Greatest Sinner—For You!

APOSTLES’ CREED

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18
maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35
born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7
suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16
was crucified, died, Mt. 27:32-61; Mk. 15:21-47;  

and was buried. Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42
He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19
The third day he rose again from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:4b
He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34

and is seated at the right hand of God  
the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13

From there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17
the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23
the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6
the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8
the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7
and the life ✜ everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17

Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If 
you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.
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Upon hearing the 
Word preached, the 
congregation unites 
in one voice to speak a 
summary of the 
Christian faith just 
preached. The creeds 
signify our allegiance 
to Christian doctrine 
and unite us with 
over 2,000 years of 
Christian history. By 
repeating the creeds 
weekly, we equip 
ourselves for public 
witness by grounding 
our confession in the 
fundamentals of our 
faith.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Service of the Sacrament

PREFACE

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is good and right so to do.

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, for at his Baptism your voice from heaven revealed him as 
your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit descended on him, confirming him to be the 
Christ. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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“Surely there can be 
no more faithful, firm, 
or efficacious sign and 
seal of the promise 
and grace which have 
been shown and 
applied to us than 
that Christ himself in 
the Supper shows to 
us his very body 
which has been given 
for us and his very 
blood which has been 
shed for us, not at 
some enormous 
distance, but he offers 
and gives it to us in 
so present a manner 
that we receive it to 
our very selves.”

— Martin Chemnitz



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

m All  glory and splendor,  thanks and praise  are  yours,  O Lord,  heavenly 
Father.  You  pierced  the  gloomy  darkness  of  sin  and  unbelief  with  the 
brilliant  light  of  your  Son.  You declared Jesus  your beloved Son at  the 
Jordan River and, with your Spirit, you anointed him to be the Savior of all 
people. 

Bless our reception of your Son’s body and blood that we may shine with 
the joy of faith. Use this most Holy Sacrament to illumine our lives and 
minds with Christ’s forgiveness, peace, and comfort. Refresh our faith, and 
help us to reflect his truth and grace to the world. We ask this that you may 
receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe and language and 
people and nation.

Now hear us as we pray in his name and as he has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.
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“The Lord’s Prayer is 
a prayer above all 
prayers, the greatest 
of all prayers, which 
has been taught by the 
greatest Master of all, 
in which all spiritual 
and bodily trouble is 
comprehended and 
which is the strongest 
consolation in all 
temptations, 
tribulations, and in 
the last hour.”

— Martin Luther



Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,25

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

PEACE OF THE LORD — Pax Domini John 20:19-21

m The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

LAMB OF GOD — Agnus Dei John 1:29
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“The peace of the 
Lord…” The 
resurrected Lord 
calmed the fears of his 
disciples with his 
peace. The resurrected 
Lord is present in the 
Supper, and so the 
pastor speaks to us on 
his behalf. 



DISTRIBUTION

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal Preparation for 
Holy Communion, found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. This page helps us put 
into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of 
the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28) Prayer suggestions for before and 
after receiving the Lord’s Supper can be found in the hymnal on pages 10-11 and 134-139.

SONG OF SIMEON — Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-32

Please stand. 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These words are 
appropriately sung 
after receiving the 
Lord’s Supper because 
we held in our hands 
the body and blood of 
Christ, the Son of 
God. Like Simeon, we 
now depart this place 
in peace because we 
have (tasted and) seen 
the salvation of all 
people.



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C And his mercy endures forever.

m We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that 
you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift 
you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By  
your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will 
receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives 
and who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BLESSING

m The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look on you with favor and ✜ give you peace.

C Amen.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN The Only Son from Heaven | CW 86 

1208 E. 47th St. Kearney, NE 68847  |  (308) 234-2999  |  pastor.seelow@goodshepherdkearney.org

The blessing of Aaron 
has been spoken over 
God’s people for over 
3,500 years. The Lord 
said, “So they will 
put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them.” (cf. 
Numbers 6:27)



Announcements

BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY! Following the service today, Sunday School 
and Bible Class will meet. Sunday School will begin at 10:45a in the Education Building. Bible 
Class will begin at 10:45a in the Multipurpose Room. We will continue our look at the Book of 
Revelation.

MID-WEEK BIBLE CLASS AND CATECHISM The Tuesday evening Bible Class will continue 
to meet at  7p on Tuesday evenings.  Catechism will  resume this Wednesday, January 11 from 
4-5:30pm.

CONGREGATION AT PRAYER A copy of the newest “A Congregation at Prayer” is available 
on the table in the entryway. This packet is  not only a good outline for personal and family 
devotions,  but  it  also  includes  an  up-to-date  prayer  list  for  those  in  (and  outside)  our 
congregation.

FUNERAL PLANNING SHEETS Just a reminder that if you and your family were planning on 
filling out the Funeral Planning Sheets that were sent out last month, we ask that they be returned 
by the end of the month. Thank you!

JANUARY 2017  CHURCH CALENDAR The  January 
2017  Church  calendar  is  available  online  at 
www.goodshepherdkearney.org/calendar.

CHRISTMAS  UN-DECORATING  TODAY  Today, 
following Bible  Class,  we will  un-decorate the church 
for the Christmas season. If you’re able to help, please 
consider staying and getting the decorations put away 
for another year. More hands makes shorter work!

ANNUAL  “SOUPER-BOWL”  PARTY  Sunday, 
February  5,  Good  Shepherd  will  once  again  host  the 
annual “Souper-Bowl” party. Activities for the afternoon 
will include a soup & Sandwich dinner and an hour of 
bowling at  the Big Apple Fun Center.  Any additional 
activities at Big Apple will  need to be covered by the 
individual.  A sign-up  sheet  for  this  event  is  on  the 
bulletin board in the entry way. Please sign up if you 
would like to join us!

The Poinsettias adorning the 
chancel were graciously donated by:

Roland & Delores Adelung
Oscar & Arleta Bauch

Phil & Lois Brei
Harlan Butterfield

Tom & Marlene Hansen
Randy Kahle

Nick & Kathy Powers  
in memory of 

Ila Powers and Orvi!e Rohlck
Sarah Schlund

Pastor & Megan Seelow  
in memory of  

Richard Pieschke
Randy & Vicki Webb



WINTER OPEN FORUM AND VOTERS’ MEETING  Sunday,  January 22,  we will  have our 
annual winter Open Forum and Voters’ Meeting. A preliminary agenda is available on the table in 
the entry way. Please make plans to be able to attend this meeting.

This Week’s Calendar

Tuesday, January 10 7p — “Broken” Bible Class................................

Wednesday, January 11 AM — Hospital/Shut-in Calls..........................
4p — Catechism

Sunday, January 15 9:30a — Divine Service w/ Communion.................................
10:45a — Book of Revelation Bible Class
10:45a — Sunday School

Ushers: Phil & Matt Brei
Greeter: Randy & Vicki Webb
Sound Tech: Logan Hansen

Cleaning (1/8-1/14) Church—Cantrell; Fellowship—Darby; Ed. Bldg.—Haas ............................
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This Week’s Calendar

Tuesday, January 10 7p — “Broken” Bible Class................................

Wednesday, January 11 AM — Hospital/Shut-in Calls..........................
4p — Catechism

Sunday, January 15 9:30a — Divine Service w/ Communion.................................
10:45a — Book of Revelation Bible Class
10:45a — Sunday School

Ushers: Phil & Matt Brei
Greeter: Randy & Vicki Webb
Sound Tech: Logan Hansen

Cleaning (1/8-1/14) Church—Cantrell; Fellowship—Darby; Ed. Bldg.—Haas............................


