
 

Word Made Flesh



GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Kearney, Nebraska 
Monday, December 25, 2017 

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD! 

We are so happy you could join us today! If you’re interested in membership, or just want to talk 
about our congregation, please don’t hesitate to speak to an usher or Pastor Seelow. 

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service and a Large-Print version of the service is available for those who need assistance in 
seeing the service. Please speak with an usher if you need either one. A Nursery is also available 
and is equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left). 

ABOUT TODAY’S SERVICE 

In the beginning God created all things through His Word, His Son. But man fell into sin, and 
with man all creation was cursed. Therefore, God spoke His Word again, this time into the 
womb of the blessed Virgin Mary. The glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle of our human nature 
(Ex. 40:17–21, 34–38, First Lesson). “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1–14, 
Holy Gospel).  The Son of God took on our flesh and blood and died on the cross in order that 
we might receive the right to become the children of God through faith. Baptized into Christ’s 
body, we are made partakers of a new Genesis, “the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 
Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–7, Second Lesson). In Christ, the kindness and love of God our Savior 
toward man has truly appeared. 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE 

As Christians who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and that every word 
written in it is God’s holy word, we believe that we receive the body and blood 
in, with, and under the bread and wine. While this is something that goes 
beyond our human understanding, our faith allows us to accept this as true. 
God warns us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching or 
who denies this real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his 

or her soul if not properly taught first (1 Corinthians 11:27-29). 

As a congregation we care about people and about the spiritual well-being of individuals, 
especially those attending the Lord’s Table today. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are members 
of our congregation, one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS]. 
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THE ADVENT WREATH 

The traditional Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common 
symbols: light and the fir tree. From the early centuries of Christianity, it 
has been the practice to represent Christ by a burning candle. The fir tree 
also has a long history of religious use, and no doubt the idea of an 
Advent Wreath was inspired by the fir tree. 

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago 
among the Lutherans of eastern Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made 
in various sizes, was either suspended from the ceiling or placed on a 
table. Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were fastened to the wreath. 
Eventually, the use of the Advent Wreath became widespread and moved from the home into the 
church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the growing light of the wreath, 
increasing each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the Light of the world. 

Today, the entire wreath is lit—including the Christ Candle. The Christ Candle is white to remind 
us that the Christ-child is the spotless lamb of God, sent to wash away our sins. His birth was for 
his death, his death was for our birth! “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 
‘Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!‘” (John 1:29) 

SERVING US TODAY 

Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael P. Seelow .....................................................................................
Organist Michelle Reinsch .............................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License 
#A-716958. 

Service of Word and Sacrament © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

Psalm tune: Lynn Petersen © 2005 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture taken from the Evangelical Heritage Version (EHV) © 2016 
The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. www.wartburgproject.org 

Prayer of the Church for Christmas Day from Let Us Pray © 2017 Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod. All rights reserved. Used by permission. lcms.org/letuspray 

Seasonal Proper Preface from Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book © 2006 Concordia Publishing 
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Cover artwork by He Qi © 2004 All rights reserved. 

Service artwork by Corissa Nelson © 2015. www.corissanelsonart.com. All rights reserved. Used 
by permission.  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THE DIVINE SERVICE 

OPENING HYMN  ❖  Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising CW 42 

INVOCATION 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 Please stand. 

m The grace of our Lord ✜ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 

VERSICLES 

m  But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of Galatians 4:4-5 
woman, born under the law,  

C  to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 

m  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be  Isaiah 9:6 
upon his shoulder, 

C  and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.  

m  In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 1 John 4:9 

C  that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
him. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

m  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.  

Silence for meditation on God’s Word and for self-examination as you consider your thoughts, words, and actions 
according to the Ten Commandments. 

m Holy and merciful Father,    C  I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do 
what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. 
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m God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✜ and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ❖  Kyrie Eleison Matthew 20:30; Mark 10:47; Psalm 6:2

  

m For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 
hear our prayer, O Lord. 

m For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 
stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

m For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

m Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 
tender care: 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  ❖  Angels We Have Heard on High CW 63 

m In anticipation of the birth of Christ, the church has omitted the Gloria in Excelsis during the 
season of Advent. Today, on Christmas Day, we sing with the angels once again, and praise 
his holy name: 

C  Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 
Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heav’nly song? 
Refrain 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
Refrain 

THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 

SALUTATION Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22 

m The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  ❖  Collect 

m Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free from 
our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 Be seated. 

FIRST LESSON  ❖  Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

ND SO IN THE FIRST MONTH OF THE SECOND YEAR, on the first day of 
the month, the Dwelling was raised. 18 Moses raised the Dwelling. He laid 
out its socket bases, set up its boards, inserted its crossbars, and raised its 
posts. 19 He spread the tent over the Dwelling and put the cover for the tent 

above it, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.  
20 He took the Testimony and put it into the ark. He set the poles in place on the ark 
and placed the atonement seat on top of the ark. 21 He brought the ark into the tent. He 
set up the special veil to screen the Ark of the Testimony, just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses.  
34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the Glory of the LORD filled the 
tent. 35 Moses was not able to enter the Tent of Meeting, because the cloud stayed over 
it, and the Glory of the LORD filled the tent. 36 Throughout all their journeys, whenever 
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the cloud was taken up from over the tent, the people of Israel would move forward. 
37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they would not travel until the day when it 
was taken up. 38 For in the sight of the whole house of Israel, the cloud of the LORD was 
above the tent by day, and there was fire in the cloud by night, throughout all their 
journeys. 

m The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

PSALM  ❖  Psalm 72 CWS p. 51 

The Congregation is invited to sing the refrain. The Pastor will sing the verses of the Psalm. All are 
invited to sing the Gloria Patri. 

C Refrain 

m Endow the King with your justice, | O God,  
 the royal son with your | righteousness.  
  He will defend the afflicted among the | people  
   and save the children of the | needy. 

 He will endure as long | as the sun,  
 as long as the moon, through all gener- | ations.  
  He will be like rain falling on a | mown field,  
   like showers water- | ing the earth.  

C Refrain 

m All kings will bow | down to him  
 and all nations will | serve him.  
  All nations will be | blessed through him,  
   and they will | call him blessed. 
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 May his name endure for- | ever;  
 may it continue as long | as the sun.  
  Praise be to the Lord God, who alone does mar- | velous deeds.  
   May the whole earth be filled with his | glory. 

A Glory be to the Father and | to the Son  
 and to the Holy | Spirit, 
  as it was in the be- | ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

C Refrain 

SECOND LESSON  ❖  Titus 3:4–7 

UT WHEN THE KINDNESS AND LOVE of God our Savior toward mankind 
appeared, 5 he saved us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us abundantly through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become 
heirs in keeping with the hope of eternal life. 

m The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God! 

GRADUAL  ❖  Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 12 

 Please stand. 
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HOLY GOSPEL  ❖  John 1:1–14 

m The Holy Gospel appointed for the Christmas Festival according to St. John, chapter one. 

N THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him everything 
was made, and without him not one thing was made that has been made. 4 In him 
was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 5  The light is shining in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as an eyewitness 
to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8 He was not the 
light, but he came to testify about the light. 
9 The real light that shines on everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 
11 He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all 
who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God. 13 They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a 
husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he 
has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

m The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Be seated. 

HYMN OF THE DAY  ❖  Now Praise We Christ, the Holy One CW 39 

 △ Please stand for the final stanza. 

SERMON  ❖  John 1:14 

14 The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he 
has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

After the reading of the sermon text, the congregation joins to sing:  *

  In Scandinavian Lutheran circles, it is customary in the service on Christmas Day, after the Pastor has delivered the *

introduction to the sermon, for the congregation to rise and sing this hymn. Following the singing of the hymn, the 
congregation is seated, and the Pastor proceeds with the preaching of the sermon.
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 Be seated. 

The Word…Made Flesh 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  ❖  Luther’s Explanation to the Second Article 

 Please stand. 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true 
man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all 
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his 
holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

 All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and 
lives and rules eternally.  

 This is most certainly true. 

 Be seated. 

OFFERING 

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. 
If you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Please stand. 

m On this festal day as we celebrate the incarnation of our Lord, Jesus Christ, let us now lift up 
holy hands in prayer for the Church and the world. 

 Brief silence. 

m Lord God, heavenly Father, as You have caused Your eternal light to dawn on our darkness in 
the incarnation of Your only begotten Son, cause His glory to shine on us in the grace and 
truth of His Word, so that we may receive Him with joy and believe on His name. Lord, in 
Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m As You have given us new birth as Your children in Holy Baptism, keep far from us the error 
that we could in any way come to You by our own works or will. Fix our eyes on the descent 
of Your Son into our flesh to save us, so that we might hold fast to the truth that He alone 
could restore us to You. Lord, in Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m Be near to all those who suffer persecution for the sake of Your Son. As the darkness seeks to 
quench His light in them, sustain them in the truth that as deep and oppressive as the night 
may grow, it cannot overcome Him. Lord, in Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m As Your Son upholds the universe by the word of His power, grant our nation to walk in 
humility before You. Bless all our soldiers this day who stand watch in foreign lands. Keep 
them in safety as they serve us, and uphold their families while they are apart. Lord, in Your 
mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m Look in mercy on the destitute of the world. Overcome every form of selfishness that leaves 
so many without the necessities of life. Open Your hand through us, that their desires might 
be satisfied and their sorrow turned to joy. Lord, in Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m Your Son took up our flesh that He might heal and restore it, according to Your good 
purposes; let His healing hand be upon all the sick and those who suffer in our midst 
[especially…]. Comfort those who grieve this day with the truth that the Babe of Bethlehem 
was born that the dead might live. Lord, in Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m As the great love that laid Your Son in a manger lays His flesh and blood down before us in 
bread and wine, grant us grace to bow our hearts before Him with all those in heaven and on 
earth who adore Him, that we might receive His forgiveness and life with repentant joy. Lord, 
in Your mercy,    C    hear our prayer. 

m Joining in heaven’s eternal praise for the revelation of Your love in Your Word made flesh, we 
boldly lay all our petitions before You, dear Father, trusting that You will hear us for His sake, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

m The Lord be with you. Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22 

m Lift up your hearts. Lamentations 3:41 

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136 

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 
of the Word made flesh you have given us a new revelation of your glory that, seeing you in 
the person of your Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ❖  Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

m Holy Father, in the beginning, you spoke and created light. But we loved the darkness of sin 
and unbelief. When the time had fully come, you sent your Son to be a light for those 
walking in darkness and in the shadow of death.  

 We praise you and give you thanks that Jesus, the eternal Word, became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us; that born of a woman, born under law, he lived without sin as our 
substitute; that as the Lamb of God, he suffered and died to take away the sin of the world; 
that he rose from death and lives forever to proclaim peace to all. 

 As the shepherds came to the manger, we now approach your altar with reverent joy. Here 
we find our Savior, Christ the Lord, who gives us his body and blood for forgiveness and 
peace. Through this meal, bring us life and light. 

 Now hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER  ❖  Pater Noster Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4 

C Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins,  
 as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver ✜ us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours 
 now and forever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  ❖  Verba 1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is ✜ my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is ✜ my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD  ❖  Pax Domini John 20:19 

m The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

LAMB OF GOD  ❖  Agnus Dei John 1:29 

  
 Be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal Preparation for Holy Communion, 
found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. This page helps us put into practice what the Bible encourages: 
“Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28) 
Prayer suggestions for before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper can be found in the hymnal on pages 10-11 and 
134-139. 

In dismissing the communicants, the minister says: 

m Now, may this true body and blood strengthen and keep you in the true faith to life 
everlasting. Your sins ✜ are forgiven. Go in peace. Amen. 
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THANK THE LORD Luke 2:29-32 

 Please stand. 

POST-COMMUNION ANTIPHON & COLLECT 

m Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,  1 Corinthians 11:26 

C we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

m Let us pray. 

 We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27 

m The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look on you with favor and ✜ give you peace. 

 Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN  ❖  Oh, Rejoice, All Christians, Loudly CW 45 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