
“SEE, I AM THE LORD’S SERVANT…”
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 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Sunday, December 18, 2016

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

What’s the best way to prepare for his coming? It’s not with frantic doing. It’s not with a focus 
on what we have done or promise to do. It’s not with how we will pay back what he comes to 
bring. The best preparation for Christmas is a readiness to receive.  

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

As Christians who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and that every word 
written in it is God’s holy word, we believe that we receive the body and blood in, 

with, and under the bread and wine. While this is something that goes beyond 
our human understanding, our faith allows us to accept this as true. God warns 
us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching or who denies 

this real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if 
not properly taught first (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially those attending the Lord’s Table today. If you are a guest and desire to commune, 
please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess oneness 
with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are members 
of our congregation,  one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS].
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THE ADVENT WREATH

The traditional Advent Wreath is a combination of two very common symbols: 
light and the fir tree. From the early centuries of Christianity, it  has been the 
practice to represent Christ  by a burning candle.  The fir tree also has a long 
history of religious use, and no doubt the idea of an Advent Wreath was inspired 

by the fir tree.

It seems that the Advent Wreath originated a few hundred years ago among the Lutherans of 
eastern Germany. A wreath of evergreens, made in various sizes, was either suspended from 
the ceiling or placed on a table. Four candles representing the four Sundays of Advent were 
fastened to  the  wreath.  Eventually,  the  use  of  the  Advent  Wreath became widespread and 
moved from the home into the church. The general symbolism of the Advent Wreath lies in the 
growing light of the wreath, increasing each week as we approach the birthday of Jesus, the 
Light of the world.

ABOUT THE SEASON OF ADVENT

Advent is a Latin word that means “coming.” The season of Advent is the four week period 
before  Christmas  that  the  Church  uses  to  remember  the  “coming”  of  the  Christ.  We  are 
celebrating that he came once as a baby in Bethlehem, and that he will come again at the end of 
time as King of kings and Lord of lords.

It is worth observing that it is a peculiar tradition of the church to begin a new year at the time 
of Advent—at the end of November or early December. This differs from all other accounts of 
how we measure time whatsoever. The reason for this is because the Church is counter-cultural. 
She does not number her days or measure her seasons so much by the motion of the sun as by 
the course of our Savior’s life, beginning and counting her year with Him at the center. So, as 
the days become darker, and the night becomes longer, the true Sun of Righteousness begins to 
rise upon the world to enlighten those who sit in spiritual darkness.

SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preacher & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael Seelow........................................................................
Pianist Michelle Reinsch..........................................................................................................................
Ushers Rick Reinsch & George Scott......................................................................................................
Greeters Chris Stutz..................................................................................................................................
Sound Technician Jamie Scott  .................................................................................................................
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THE DIVINE SERVICE

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising | CW 42

INVOCATION

m In the name of the Father and of the Son ✜ and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

m We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the 
Son of God and Son of Mary. He came to share our 
humanity.

C: We remember  Jesus,  whose name means Savior. 
He came to save his people from their sins.

m We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts.

C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.

m Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.

C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
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Advent, much like the 
season of Lent, is a 
season of preparation 
and penance. As such, 
the Gloria in Excelsis 
is omitted during the 
season of Advent. In 
its place the church 
lights the Advent 
wreath as a 
remembrance of 
Christ’s coming.



ADVENT HYMN Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel | CW 23

During the hymn, four Advent candles are lit.

O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height  

In ancient times did give the Law  
In cloud and majesty and awe.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to you, O Israel!

READING AND RECITATION

CAROL Oh, Rejoice, All Christians, Loudly | CW 45 (1,2)

READING AND RECITATION

CAROL Angels We Have Heard on High | CW 63

READING AND RECITATION

CAROL Away in a Manger | CW 68

The Children will sing stanzas 1-2. the Congregation is invited to join to sing stanza 3.

READING AND RECITATION

CAROL Go Tell It On The Mountain | CW 57
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For more information 
on this hymn, see the 
bulletin insert.



SERMON Luke 1:26-38

N THE SIXTH MONTH, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to 
a  town of  Galilee  named Nazareth,  27   to  a  virgin  pledged in 
marriage to  a  man whose name was Joseph,  of  the  house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28  The angel went to her and 
said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women.”
29 But she was greatly troubled by the statement and was wondering 
what kind of greeting this could be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not 
be afraid, Mary, because you have found favor with God. 31 Listen, 
you will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David. 33 He will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never 
end.”
34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to 
be  born  will  be  called  the  Son  of  God.  36  Listen,  Elizabeth,  your 
relative, has also conceived a son in her old age even though she was 
called barren,  and this  is  her  sixth  month.  37  For  nothing will  be 
impossible for God.”
38 Then Mary said, “See, I am the Lord’s servant. May it happen to 
me as you have said.” Then the angel left her.

Prepare Yourself to See the Impossible Made Possible

APOSTLES’ CREED

Please stand.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 2 Cor. 6:18

maker of heaven and earth. Is. 51:13

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 1 Cor. 8:6; Jn. 3:18

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Lk. 1:35

born of the virgin Mary, Lk. 1:34; 2:7
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Luther notes that the 
Virgin Mother of God 
received the message 
of the Incarnation 
with a simple, Yes! 
She did not shave her 
head and enter a 
convent. She did not 
set herself up on a 
throne to be 
worshiped. She did 
nothing but receive. 
She did not pretend to 
grasp all that the 
angel said or its full 
implication. All she 
knew was that the 
message came from 
God, and that 
whatever he was 
about to give—even 
his only begotten Son!
—she was ready to 
receive. 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, Lk. 23:16

was crucified, died, Mt. 27:32-61; Mk. 15:21-47;

and was buried. Lk. 23:26-56; Jn. 19:16b-42

He descended into hell. 1 Pet. 3:19

The third day he rose again from the dead. 1 Cor. 15:4b

He ascended into heaven Ac. 2:33-34

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. Heb. 1:13

From there he will come to judge  
the living and the dead. Mt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1

I believe in the Holy Spirit, Mt. 3:16-17

the holy Christian Church, Eph. 5:23

the communion of saints, Eph. 4:3-6

the forgiveness of sins, Rom. 4:6-8

the resurrection of the body, Ecc. 12:7

and the life everlasting. Amen. 1 Th. 4:17

Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If 
you are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please stand.

This morning each petition of the prayer will be prayed and then concluded in this way:

m …Lord, in your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

The final petition of the prayer will be concluded in this way:

m …who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.
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Through the Prayer 
of the Church we 
heed Christ’s 
command to “love one 
another.” One of the 
greatest forms of love 
we can show for our 
neighbor is to pray for 
them.



The Service of the Sacrament

ADMONITION OF COMMUNICANTS

m I admonish you in Christ that you look upon the Sacrament of Christ in 
true faith, above all having confident assurance in your hearts in the words 
by which Christ graciously gives us his body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins. I admonish you in Christ that you remember and give thanks for 
his boundless love of which he gave proof when he redeemed us by his 
blood from God’s wrath, sin, death, and hell. Having done these things, 
receive the bread and wine, that is, his body and blood, as your guarantee 
and pledge. In his name, therefore, and according to his command, let us 
proceed, by the use of his own words, to the use and administration of the 
Sacrament.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION — Verba Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-24;  
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

m: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance 
of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.”

PREFACE Ruth 2:4; 2 Timothy 4:22

m: The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m: Lift up your hearts. Lamentations 3:41

C We lift them up to the Lord.
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This is Luther's 
admonition for those 
who commune. These 
words reflect his 
emphasis on ongoing 
catechetical 
instruction for all 
Christians. This was 
especially important 
during the 
Reformation era when 
so many in the church 
were poorly 
instructed on the 
doctrines and doings 
of the Church, if at 
all.



m: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

C It is good and right so to do.

m: Praise  to  the  God and Father  of  our  Lord Jesus  Christ!  In  love  he  has 
blessed  us  with  every  spiritual  blessing.  Through  his  holy  prophets,  he 
promised a King to bring light to those living in darkness and in the shadow of 
death. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 118
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Drawn toward the 
gifts of Jesus’ body 
and blood, our hearts 
are lifted up in 
thanksgiving and 
praise as we 
anticipate the 
reception of the gifts 
that carry with them 
our redemption.



PEACE OF THE LORD — Pax Domini

m The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION

Those who will be receiving Holy Communion today may wish to read Personal Preparation for 
Holy Communion, found on page 156 in the front section of the hymnal. This page helps us put 
into practice what the Bible encourages: “Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of 
the bread and drink from the cup.” (1 Corinthians 11:28)
Prayer suggestions for before and after receiving the Lord’s Supper  can be found in the 
hymnal on pages 10-11 and 134-139.

In dismissing the communicants, the minister says:

m Now, may this true body and blood strengthen and keep you in the true 
faith to life everlasting. Your sins ✜ are forgiven. Go in peace. Amen.

THANK THE LORD 1 Chronicles 16:8-10

Please stand.
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Good Shepherd 
confesses and 
practices the Biblical 
teaching of a Closed 
Communion. We 
ask that only members 
of the Wisconsin 
Synod [WELS] or the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod [ELS] join us 
at the Lord’s Table. If 
you have questions 
concerning our 
communion practice, 
or would like to 
inquire about how 
you, too, can 
commune with us, 
please speak with the 
Pastor following the 
service.



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

m: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised 
you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the 
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have 
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be 
restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

BLESSING Numbers 6:22-27

m: The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✜ give you peace.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Your Little Ones, Dear Lord, Are We | CW 46 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The name of the Lord 
is the beginning and 
the end of the Divine 
Service. We are now 
marked with the 
Lord’s name in the 
Benediction—that 
word of God’s 
blessing from 
Numbers 6 in which 
He favors us with His 
grace and peace. With 
the Lord’s name given 
us in Holy Baptism, 
we were drawn 
together. Now, with 
that same name, He 
sends us back into the 
world, to the places of 
our various callings, 
to live by the mercy 
we have received as 
living sacrifices to the 
praise of His glory 
and the good of our 
neighbor.

Christmas Eve

Saturday, December 24
A Candlelight Service of  
Nine Lessons and Carols

7p  

Christmas Day

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Festival Service  

with Lord’s Supper
10a 

New Years’ Day

Sunday, January 1
Divine Service

10a

❅   ❆   ❄   ❅   ❆  Holiday Service Schedule  ❆   ❅   ❄   ❆   ❅

❆  ❅  ❆  ❄  ❅  ❆  ❅  ❆  ❄  ❅  ❆  ❅  ❄  ❆  ❅  ❆  ❅  ❄  ❆  ❅  ❆
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