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MATTHEW 17:4-9  |  What’s so good about today? 

Sunday, February 15, 2015 — The Transfiguration of our Lord 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for 
you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 

6  When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7  But Jesus came and 
touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except 
Jesus. 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you have 
seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

Why are you here? It seems like an odd question to be asked at the beginning of a sermon. Some of 
you might be here because you have to be—your parents made you; or your spouse dragged you. 
Some of you might be here because you have no where else to be. It’s a comfortable and habitual 
thing. Others of you might be here because you feel this burden of guilt on you and you knew the 
Lord’s Supper was being offered today. Others of you might be here because you gladly and willingly 
wanted to sit at Jesus’ feet this morning. Some of those answers are good; others, no so much. But 
regardless of the reason you’re here, it’s good that you are because today is a good day. 

Today’s a good day because it started like any other day. You woke up, you did your morning routine, 
you prepared for the day. But like every other day of the week, you also woke up with a problem. You 
woke up with sin. You may have lay in bed last night, praying for forgiveness from yesterday’s faults and 
failures. You may have asked for a peaceful night and good rest. But today you have the same faults 
and failures to face. You will still make mistakes. You will still stand before your Lord tonight and need 
to plead for forgiveness once more.  

And this happens day in and day out. Oh, the sins change. Our sinful habits and thoughts change as 
the seasons of our lives change. As fathers and mothers we know that we have fallen short of the 
responsibilities that God expects of us. As students and employees, we know that we haven’t worked at 
our job with our whole heart. As friends we know that we haven’t supported and built our friends up 
with love and compassion. In fact, we’ve neglected our duties as moms and dad, maybe even failing to 
bring them with us this morning. We’ve failed miserably in holding them accountable for their actions—
young and old alike!—and have turned a blind eye and a mute tongue to their sinful lives. As 
employees and students we’ve cut corners. We’ve been dishonest in getting our work done or 
claiming work as ours when it obviously wasn’t. We’ve bad-mouthed our superiors and teachers, we 
mumbled and grumbled about our poor pay, and we haven’t appreciated the blessings of a good 
education or a consistent job. As friends we lied to others, gossiped behind our friends backs, and 
hypocritically spoken words of compassion all the while thinking the opposite.  
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So you might be thinking to yourself, “Pastor, that’s a laundry-list of sins! There’s nothing I can do about 
them…I know what I deserve because of them, but I can’t do anything about it. What can be so good 
about today when you’ve made me feel so bad?” Enter Jesus, stage left. If you haven’t noticed already, 
today is the Lutheran festival of Transfiguration. For centuries, the Christian church had observed this 
day in the middle of the summer as just another inclusion of the life of Christ in the readings on Sunday 
morning. But when the Lutheran church updated the Scripture readings schedule in the mid-1960’s, 
they moved this very important event of Christ’s life to the last Sunday of Epiphany. And for good 
reason! At his transfiguration, we see Christ in all of his heavenly glory. This is unique! This is different! 
This is important! This is good!  

You see, for the past few weeks we’ve seen Jesus as the human, the teacher, the rabbi, the son of a 
carpenter. To the naked human eye Jesus has appeared as any other human being. And this is good. 
He needed to be human—like us—to save us from sin. He needed to be our perfect substitute, not just in 
deed, but in nature, too. Oh, he’s given glimpses of who he is. He’s changed water to wine, walked on 
water, raised the dead and healed the sick. He’s performed miracles and taught with authority the 
world had never seen. But the disciples, and us, were still left with a question: was it enough? Was it 
enough to satisfy God? Was it enough to defeat the devil? Was it enough to conquer the grave? Was it 
enough to overcome sin?  

God had certainly calmed some of our doubts at Jesus’ baptism. “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to 
him!” was his command from the cloud. And we have. Over the past weeks we sat at his feet; we’ve 
seen heard him preach and have seen him heal. But none of that takes care of sin. None of that wins 
the battle. And we begin to wonder: “Why are we here?” 

Then he takes us to the mountain. There, with Peter, James, and John we behold Jesus in his glory. We 
see his face shine as bright as the sun. We see him with the prophets of old. We remember what God 
had said in years past about who Jesus was and what he would do. We’re reminded of what his power 
looks like in it’s full capacity. And we know that it is good that we are here today. 

It’s good that we’re here because we know that Jesus is still here. We know that that glory will again 
shine with such splendor and might on Easter morning. We know that that glory and perfection will 
face trial and temptation unlike anything we’ve ever experienced or seen. We know that Jesus will turn 
his face toward Jerusalem and make his way to the cross. 

It’s good for us to be here because his glory will not be quite as evident in the next months. Lent is 
upon us. Lent is a Christian’s 40-day journey with Jesus to the cross. We see him suffer. We hear him cry. 
We watch him die. For me. For you. For the laundry-list of sins that we’ve accumulated. For the sins of 
mankind. Of all time. Lent is the time for us to reflect on who we are and what we’ve done. Lent is a 
time for us to remember who God is and what he’s done. But it will be a time when his glory will be 
hidden. It will be hidden in his solitude, in his rejection, in his sighs, and in his stumbling. It will look like 
Satan has won. It will look like death was too much. It will look like the burden of our sins would be too 
great. 

But it’s good for us to be here today. Because we know that’s not true. You will taste that today. You will 
feel that today. You will experience that today as the bread is handed to you: “The body of Christ.” As 
the wine is offered to you: “The blood of Christ.” It’s good for you to be here today because we can 
behold who Jesus is and what he has done for us—he’s saved us from sin. 
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My dear Christian. behold his glory today. Relish it. Remember it. Reflect on it. Because it will be hidden 
for a time. Make time in the next six weeks. Make time to reflect on who you are. Remember what you 
are. Recall what you deserve. And then focus on Christ. Look to him in his hidden glory. Find him at the 
cross. Taste him at the holy Table. Feel him in the waters of baptism. And then get up. Journey with him 
to the place of the skull. Hear his cry of victory. See his victorious wounds. See that he is God. And see 
that it was good that you were there to see it happen. Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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