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1 PETER 2:9,10  |  “Be who you are!” 

Sunday, February 8, 2015 — The 5th Sunday After the Epiphany of our Lord 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
 a holy nation, a people for His possession,           
so that you may proclaim the praises  
 of the One who called you out of darkness           
  into His marvelous light.           
10 Once you were not a people, 
 but now you are God’s people;           
you had not received mercy, 
 but now you have received mercy.           

Identity. It’s something Christians young and old struggle with throughout life. From the hallways of a 
high school to the cubicles of an office to the rooms of a retirement home, we struggle with who we 
are and where we fit in with life. We struggle because it is in our nature to want to be liked, to want to 
be popular, to want to fit in. And because we live in a sinful world with sinful people, and because we 
carry with us sinful desires and speak sinful things, we don’t always get want we want. 

It’s true. Sometimes we are not liked or don’t fit in because the people around us are just plain mean. It 
seems as if the world is out to get us. Those students in the classroom always whispering and pointing. 
The coworker giving glances as they gossip over your latest life trial. The murmurs and hissing as 
people talk about you and stare at you. And you feel about as small as the fly on the wall. 

Sometimes we’re the ones gossiping and glancing and whispering and whining. Maybe we’re blessed 
with a social status that is, at least according to worldly standards, a status that is popular and well-
liked. And we fall into the same trap as those around us, looking down at our noses at people, ardently 
defending our “pious” actions, participating in idle gossip and small talk. 

But it doesn’t matter; popular or unpopular, well-liked or disliked, we still care what people think. We 
still care about our status in society. 

As a Christian, should that matter? That’s not to say that the problems and trials we face are 
insignificant or trivial. No, they hurt. They make us feel worthless. They make us feel insignificant. But 
should they, especially if we take Peter at his word? 

Peter is speaking to you, dear Christian. And he’s speaking from experience. You see, Peter was one 
who cared about social status and standing. It was Peter who vehemently cursed out a servant girl in 
the courtyard as Jesus stood before the Sanhedrin. It was Peter who boldly spoke to Jesus, calling him 
the Christ. It was Peter who had to be reprimanded by the Apostle Paul because Peter was once again 
trying to fit in with the Jews, neglecting and treating Gentile converts with disrespect and scorn. And it 
was Peter who faced crucifixion for standing up for Christ and his name. 
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It’s Peter who says this to you, dear Christian: “You are God’s people. You have mercy. You are loved.” 
You see, Peter isn’t just blowing smoke here. He’s not just trying to win you over to his side. He’s 
pointing out some very real facts about who you are and what God has done to make you his. 

He says, “You are a chosen people…” God didn’t just go to the grocery store of humanity and start 
picking out what looked good to him. He didn’t push his cart through the aisles thinking, “Hmmmm, 
this looks delicious. And that looks good. And that’s in perfect shape.” No, when God pushed his cart 
through the aisle, he was walking through rows and rows of rotten and spoiled food. He was choosing 
people who were tainted with the worst mold and the most disgusting blemishes. The “meat” of 
humanity was spoiled and rancid. Every one of us was destined for the trash bin. But God chose you…
he didn’t choose you because you had anything to offer him. God chose you because he loved you. He 
wanted you. He desired you to be his. 

Peter says about you, “You are a holy nation…” Too often we misinterpret what it means to be holy. 
What we learned in catechism was probably a definition something like, “perfect or blameless.” And 
while that’s true, that’s the effect of being made holy. To be made holy literally means to be “set apart 
for a specific purpose.” When God tells us that he made us holy, it means that he has plucked us out of 
the “herd” of humanity, and placed us in a new sheep pen. It means that he’s separated us from the rest 
of humanity—not because he believe’s we’re better or more worthy. No, we know quite well who we are 
and what we do to sin against God on a daily basis. Rather, he’s separated us for a purpose, to put us to 
use. And what use is that? Peter tells us: “to declare the praises of him who called us out of darkness 
into his wonderful light.” 

We have a purpose, an identity. Our identity is what Christ tells us in today’s gospel: We are salt. We are 
light. We “season” the earth with our words and actions. We give the earth something to talk about. We 
give the world something to notice. We give the world something other than the bland conformity to 
sin and death that it has followed for generations. We are salt. 

We’re light. We show people who they are and what they are in God’s sight. We point them to the Law 
and show them their Savior. We shine through our words and through our actions. We proclaim peace  
and freedom to those who are captive to sinful thoughts and lives. 

But do we? Do we always understand who we are and what God has for us to do? We don’t. Too often 
you and I ignore that special task. We ignore it because we become too worried or concerned about 
our earthly identity rather than our heavenly one. We begin to conform, to lose our saltiness, to hide 
our lights under a bushel. Why? Because we believe that to be liked on earth is far better than to be 
loved in heaven. We care so much about who we are as we live now that we are willing to sacrifice our 
lives of faith for a life of ease and comfort. 

And the amazingly ridiculous thing is that we believe the lie! Satan tries to convince us that if we 
conform to the sinful world that life will be easier. And we do…and then we find out that it wasn’t true. 
We find out that our earthly identity always wants more. It wants to be better liked, more popular, more 
wealthy, more healthy. We work and work and work to try to get it…and it’s never enough. And then 
we’re left wallowing in our sins and wondering if we can ever get back what we had with God. 

Dear Christian, you can. In fact, you never lost it. Peter has one more thing to say: “You are a people 
belonging to God…” If you’ve seen the movie Toy Story, you’ll know that every one of the toys that 
Andy—the human character in the movie—owns has one thing in common: they all have his name 
written on them. Whenever Andy got a new toy, the first thing he would do is take a marker and mark 
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his name somewhere. Why? To be sure that everyone knows whose toys these were and so that if they 
ever got lost, Andy could find them again. But the story takes a cute twist when that name is used to 
show these toys that a meaningful relationship exists between their owner and themselves. It gave 
them a sense of purpose, pride, peace, and confidence. But most of all, it gave them an identity.  

Dear Christians, God has written his name on you. At your baptism God took a metaphorical sharpie 
and wrote his name on you. The baptismal rite states it: “Receive the sign of the cross on the head and 
on the heart to mark you as a redeemed child of God.” A cross. The cross of Christ was marked on you 
to remind you what has been done for you. Through baptism, you have died with Christ. The perfect, 
holy, substitutionary life of Christ is yours. The righteousness Christ earned is placed over you. The sins 
you’ve committed were given to him. You have been made holy, precious, sinless in the sight of God. 

Dear Christian, you have Christ's mark on you. You belong to him. He’s marked you so that he can find 
you. He’s marked you so that you know who you are. Take pride in that identity. Find peace in that 
identity. Be confident in who you are through Christ.  Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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