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ISAIAH 11:10  |  It’s worth the wait… 

Sunday, December 7, 2014 — Second Sunday of Advent 

10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and 
his resting place will be glorious. 

David’s dynasty died in 586 B.C. For generations God’s chosen people had acted as anything but. They 
put their trust in idols, bickered and moaned about God and his blessings, rejected the Word, and saw 
God as a nuisance rather than a guide. God had tried to get their attention. He sent the Assyrians in to 
completely wipe out their fellow countrymen in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Under the God-
pleasing leadership of King Hezekiah, the Lord spared Judah the same fate. But it was still costly. The 
divine rebuke was felt throughout the land. And the people of Judah were quick to repent and recant. 
But they were just as quick to fall again. 

So for their rebellion God cut them off. After centuries of invasion and occupation, the Babylonians 
served as the axe of God that cut off the line of Jesse and made David’s family tree nothing but a 
stump. The lifeless stump was a witness to God’s judgment.  

For Israel, it seemed hopeless. Being dragged off to a foreign land with foreign food and confusing 
customs, Israel was out of their element. God took what he had promised—a promised land—and 
yanked it away. For Israel, there would be nothing left. To them, it would seem like they lost everything 
and gained nothing. For Israel, it seemed like this rebuke was once-and-for-all. 

Could the same be said about you, Christians? If we look at the past 50 years, can we find calamity and 
strife that could be God’s beckon call to repent? If you examine the past year of your life, can you find 
trouble and hardship that God might be using to call you back into his favor? And how do you react to 
said calls? Are you like Judah, quickly paying lip-service to your Lord because you want the quick fix? 
Do you come back for sporadic moments in time, seeking to serve your Lord with the heart that you 
think he wants? Do you find snippets and glimpses of a Godly life when you know that God might be 
watching? But, dear Christian, how long does that last? 

Are you like Judah? Are you just as quick to leave that Godly life to once again live in that life of sin? Do 
you once again go running for the quick and easy, the self-serving and the self-seeking in exchange for 
the self-less? Does the clarion call of God’s law ring on empty ears, “Repent! Turn from your sin and 
live!” 

If you’re anything like me, it probably happens on a regular basis. Too often our false motives are 
exposed for what they really are—selfish scams to appear holy. But deep down you and I must confess: 
“I am nothing but sin. I am the worst of sinners. God, have mercy on me!” 

But behold! A branch is growing! A new shoot sprouts from Jesse’s lifeless-stump. God is merciful! 
God would renew the stump of David’s kingdom, but it wouldn’t be the restoration of an earthly rule 
and reign over Israel.  This time God was not going to cater and pander to the selfish and self-seeking 
desires of his people. No, God had greater things in mind. Instead, David’s greater Son would rule over 
a renewed earth and heaven. “I am making everything new” (Revelation 21:5). In this renewed 
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kingdom, sin and its effects are gone; peace and righteousness rule. The Root of Jesse is a banner for 
the peoples, and his place of rest will be glorious. 

The Lord’s advice to you, today, dear Christian: patience. Be patient. Wait for the Lord. It’s worth the 
wait… 

God is coming soon. Short-term we once again marvel at the infant Jesus—God becoming man—for 
you. We hear the angelic song, “Glory to God in the highest! And, on earth, peace comes to men.” We 
hear the glad tidings of Gabriel, “His name will be Jesus, because he will save people from their sins.” 
We hear the beautiful verse: “Today, in the town of David, a Savior has been born, for you. He is Christ, 
the Lord.” 

Yes, dear Christian be patient. Because the babe of Bethlehem didn’t come to amaze and excite on just 
that one night. He came to live his life for you. He came to give his life for you. He came to save you. 

Once again he will come. And so we wait patiently. The Root of Jesse, the branch from the stump will 
not come as a weak, green twig. No, he will come as the mighty Lord. He will come as the Tree of Life. 
He will come as your Savior from sin. And his people will follow him. The banner of victory will wave 
high. And he will lead us to rest. He will lead us to glory. 

Do you know what that means? Sin and imperfection will be gone. Selfishness and pride will disappear. 
Perfection will prevail. So, dear Christian, amid the chaos and the noise; In the middle of trouble and 
strife; In the midst of the never-ending persecution and trouble that you face—be patient. Take heed of 
the Lord’s message. Repent of your sins. Turn from your ways. Look to the Lord for guidance, help, and 
salvation. And wait. Wait for the kingdom of heaven to appear. It’s worth the wait… 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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