
GSK0007-092114

MATTHEW 16:21-26  |  The Consequences of Christ’s Cross 

Sunday, September 21, 2014 — Pentecost 15 

21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to 
you!” 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not 
have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life 
for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 

!
Peter meant well, didn’t he? And it wasn’t as if he was out to embarrass Jesus. In fact, he took him aside, 
away from the rest of the group, and he began to speak to him. “No, Lord! You can’t die. You’re the 
Messiah. You’re our teacher! Since you’ve appeared life has been good. Plus, how can you finish your 
work of overthrowing those evil Romans if you die?!?” Ah, there it is. Maybe Peter didn’t mean that well 
at all. Maybe Peter, like so many others, saw Jesus as a cash cow or a lucky charm. Life with Jesus was 
easy. Following Jesus was a breeze. But most importantly, Jesus was going to make life better for all of 
them. 

That was actually what many thought. Many Jews during that day thought that the Messiah was going 
to come back to rule in power. They believed that he would come and overthrow the evil Roman 
empire, set himself up in Jerusalem as king, and give the splendor and glory back to Israel as was in 
the days of David and Solomon. What they failed to recognize were the signs and prophecies littered 
throughout the Old Testament foretelling the exact opposite of all of these things. 

But this is what people, including the disciples, believed. Just a few days or weeks before this event, 
Jesus had fed 5,000 people with a few loaves and fish. John then tells us what happens following that 
miraculous event: “[People in the crowd said,] ‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world.’ 
Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force, withdrew again to a mountain 
by himself.” (John 6:14,15) Even after the miracle of all miracles, his resurrection, his own disciples still 
didn’t grasp his role as Messiah. They asked him shortly before his ascension into heaven, "Lord, will 
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts:1:6) Even after the miracles, his personal 
teachings, his sufferings, his death, and his resurrection, they still didn’t quite understand what it meant 
to follow Jesus.  

Do we? Do you and I really understand what it means to follow Jesus? I’m not sure we always do. Look 
around. The world around us looks at Christian faith in one of two ways: either it is something to be 
despised or to be made fun of; or it is a good-luck charm that, if followed correctly, can guarantee 
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happiness and success. But is that really what being a follower of Christ is? Jesus tells us that it isn’t. 
Jesus tells us that his cross carries consequences. 

Being a Christian wasn’t a choice; we’re told that “we cannot by our own thinking or choosing believe 
in Jesus Christ our Lord, or come to him.” By nature we are enemies of God, complete strangers to God 
and his grace. But because of his love, God through the Spirit called us by the Gospel, through 
baptism, to faith. He created the spark of fire inside of our hearts. And he assured us of salvation 
through faith in the work of his Son, Jesus. All of this he did “that we should be his own and live under 
him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.” So we’re 
clear, this wasn’t our decision; it was God’s. 

So what makes us think that we can make the decision to take up the cross Jesus speaks of today? Are 
we so bold, so arrogant, so self-centered that we somehow believe that we, puny human beings as we 
are, are able to in some way influence our life of faith? Are we that conceited to think that we are in 
control of this? Sometimes, yes. Have you ever caught yourself thinking, “If I go to these classes, my life 
will get better; I’ll be happier, my family will be closer, I’ll like my job more, my marriage will be 
stronger…” Did it work? I’m willing to go out on a limb and tell you that it won’t. It won’t because the 
cross of Christ carries consequences—it carries consequences here on earth and most importantly, 
there are consequences in the life to come. 

What is the problem with the mindset that was previously mentioned? Did you notice a common 
thread? Think about the pronouns in those sentences; “I,” “me,” “us,” “we,” “our.” We really are self-
centered. Truthfully, we really are idolaters. We believe and trust that these things—family, friends, 
marriages, jobs, money—these things will make us happier. We believe that these relationships and 
items have the power and the ability to change our lives. But they don’t. We believe that our actions, 
our lifestyle, our habits and our words have the ability to change the outcome of our lives. They don’t. 
But that’s the lie Satan feeds us. That’s the attitude that he wants us to have. And it becomes a vicious 
circle of coveting and desiring and wanting more. Sadly, we don’t have our “eyes focused on Jesus, the 
author and perfecter of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:2) Instead we have our eyes fixed on earthly, temporal 
blessings. Or, as Jesus put it. We have our eyes focused on the “concerns of human beings.” 

So we deserve a rebuke just as Peter did. We might think that it was a bit harsh. “Satan?!?” Did he really 
just call Peter, “Satan?” He did. And he was right. Satan’s entire plan is to pervert the message of the 
gospel so that fewer people are saved. He did this through the skewed views of the Messiah in Jesus’ 
day. And he does it in the worldly views of Christianity today. The truth is that we are all little Satans, 
scurrying around looking to thwart God’s plan of salvation in every corner of our lives. By using our 
faiths as little talismans, looking for an easy life and power and wealth, we’re no better than the 
disciples, losing sight of who we are and what Jesus was about. 

Isn’t that the very root of the problem? We don’t recognize who we truly are by nature. By nature we are 
vile, disgusting sinners. By nature we despise God and his Word. By nature we place ourselves on a 
pedestal and believe that life revolves around us. And as sinful beings, there are consequences. We 
deserve death. We deserve hell. We deserve to be with Satan. 

So there are consequences to the cross, too. The terrible consequence of our disobedience brought 
Jesus to earth to live in our place. The horrible consequence of our sins put Jesus on that cross. And 
the beautiful consequence of that life and death is life through death. It is the assurance of sins 
forgiven and forgotten. It is the hope of life in heaven with Jesus. It is a life under the cross of Christ. 
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What does that mean? It means that, as Jesus said, we “deny ourselves.” We set aside those self-
centered, arrogant, conceited attitudes and instead welcome the burden of faith. We realize that sin 
mars our lives on earth. We understand that following Christ means enduring hardship, trouble, and 
pain. But we focus not on the now but on the yet to come. Paul so beautifully put it this way: “Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35,37-39) 

But remember, dear Christian, Satan is still out there. He’s here today. He’ll be there tomorrow. It will be 
tempting to set aside the cross of faith. It will be alluring to look for the easy way out. It will be attractive 
to refocus the focus of your faith to center on you. But that’s the devil’s lie. He knows better than you 
that the cross you carry now is all about you. It always has been. It always will be. He knows that the 
cross you carry now will give you life after death. And that isn’t a consequence…it’s a promise. Amen. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 

© 2014 Rev. Nathanael P. Seelow

�3


