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ROMANS 11:33-36  |  The Awe-full Truth About Our God 

Sunday, September 14, 2014 — Pentecost 14A 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
    How unsearchable his judgments, 
    and his paths beyond tracing out! 
34 “Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
    Or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Who has ever given to God, 
    that God should repay them?” 
36 For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
    To him be the glory forever! Amen. 

!
I know the awe-full truth about our God. I know that our God is far wiser and knowledgable than I or 
anyone else. I know that our God has everything planned and plotted to work according to his will. 
And I know that it is only through God that I can begin, live, and end a day in my life. 

It’s true. God is wiser and more knowledgeable than any of us sitting here this morning. When Paul 
writes these words of praise, he literally writes that God’s ways cannot be followed, that his wisdom is 
so deep and so intricate that man cannot fathom what he is thinking? Because God is crazy? No. 
Because man is sinful. You see, because of God’s perfection and righteousness, he is able to operate in 
ways that are completely out of touch with mankind. His plans, his thoughts, his knowledge, his will is 
perfect—and it always accomplishes what he desires. He sees plans not being made in the here and 
now, but in the next week, month, day, year, decade, and millennia. He’s not bound by lifetimes and 
schedules. His plans work according to his timeframe. He looks to fulfill his promises in his own time. 

But don’t we get frustrated with that? Don’t we sometimes shake our heads at God and wonder why he 
let this thing or that thing happen to us? Sometimes don’t we put all of our hope in that one family or 
that one person in our congregation that can “help us through,” as if he or she is the end all and be all 
of our congregation? Don’t we sometimes think that we could do better or get better results than the 
ways God commands us in his Word? I know I’ve been caught in those sins; and I know you have, too. 

And when the unthinkable happens—when that family leaves the church, or that “bomb” gets dropped 
on you at home, or you get that letter in the mail—how do we react? Do we look to our Lord for help? 
Do we ask him for guidance and strength? Or do we more often than not look to point the finger, or to 
shift blame, or to make excuses. We try to ignore the problem, or try to “get even” with those we think 
perpetrated such a heinous act by laying malicious plans through gossip and idle talk. No, instead of 
seeing that the Lord continues to be the Lord of the church, we try to make ourselves lords of the 
church and we try to take control. Up to this point we have broken commandment after commandment 
after commandment. And aren’t willing to admit it. 

But the Lord has a plan. He works everything out according to his own will. But we seem to disregard 
that, too. Paul asks us this morning with a voice of implication: “Who has ever given before God has 
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given? Who has ever given something to God—be it time, talents, or treasure—that God should repay 
him? Did that family that left? No. Did you? No. Did I? No. And yet we think we know better! We think 
that we have a better plan of action. We believe that ignoring portions of what God clearly says in his 
Word about sin isn’t something that we should think about because, after all, where’s that going to get 
us? We think that God’s talk of sin and death and punishment and hell just makes us feel bad so why 
should we talk about it? We think that God’s command to “love one another” is really just an 
encouragement to accept each other without addressing the blatant sins and lifestyles that those 
around us are living. Frankly, we think that we know better than God. But we don’t. 

The truth is that our entire existence comes from God. When we wake up in the morning, it is but a gift 
from God. The opportunities that we have with family and friends are but gifts from God. To spend an 
evening around a campfire or movie or books or card games with our families and friends are but gifts 
from God. You see, our entire existence is based on God’s grace. And we take that for granted! This is 
true not just of our daily lives, but of our church, too. This isn’t some country club where we ignore the 
bad things in each other’s lives and look only at the good, fluffy, touchy-feely things. This isn’t a place 
where we can just show up, put in our time, and then leave. It’s not a place to be able to brag to our 
friends about, that “We built that church…” or “I’m a teacher there…” or “I’m on this board or that 
board…” No! We come for an entirely different reason! We came crawling in this morning, thirsting for 
forgiveness. We know how horrible of sinners we are. We know that we can’t and don’t live up to God’s 
laws. We know that we are petty, and shallow, and gossips. We know that we sin. And that’s why we’re 
here. 

We’re here because despite our sin, despite our pettiness and shallowness and gossiping and lying, 
God forgives us. As repent sinners, looking to amend our ways we come crawling looking for the thirst-
quenching waters of forgiveness, and God gives us quiet streams. He gives us his amazing love 
through his Son, Jesus. 

You see, from the beginning, in the Garden of Eden, God’s knowledge and wisdom was thoroughly 
evident. His plans for salvation wind through the pages of scripture like a scarlet thread. Each puzzle 
piece is laid as each generation passes. From Abraham to Isaac to Jacob to Rahab to Ruth to David to 
Solomon to Mary to Jesus. Through each generation God continued, despite the sinfulness of 
mankind, to fulfill his promise of saving mankind from sin. And that promise continued through until 
today. 

Today we began the service with a vibrant reminder of that promise of forgiveness. You see, years ago, 
some people probably brought you to a font not unlike this one. And years ago a pastor or priest 
placed water on your head—not just any water, but water with some simple words, “In the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” And, to make sure that everyone knew who you were, he 
also marked you as a redeemed child of God by placing the sign of the cross on the heart and on the 
head. Many Christians today make this same reminder in a meaningful and vibrant way by crossing 
themselves at those words. I did it this morning, but not on my heart, but on yours by making the sign 
of the cross. That, dear sinner, was a reminder of who God is and what he’s done. That’s why you could 
approach him today. That’s why you could heave that stinking pile of sins in front of him and admit that 
you have committed them all—the sins of pettiness and shallowness and gossiping and lying and more! 
And that’s why you heard those amazing words today, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And now you can be as sure as if God himself forgave you your 
sins. 

�2



GSK0006—091414

So, be at peace, dear Christian. Look to your Lord for guidance and help this week. Ask him for 
strength to avoid those sins which lurk so near and dear to your heart. And use the grace of God in 
your relationships with others. Surely you have someone in your life that is struggling to overcome sin. 
Don’t dismiss God’s Law. Use it in full force. Remind that person of their total depravity in sin. Remind 
them that they have offended you, their neighbor, and have offended their God. But then comfort and 
console them by the sweet message of the Gospel. Remind them of the refreshing message of sins 
forgiven and life in heaven. And encourage them, like I’m encouraging you today, to go and live a life 
of faith. 

It’s true. I know the awe-full truth about our God. He’s a God of awesome power, wisdom, might, and 
strength. And we are his creatures. But he is also a God of love and peace, offering forgiveness and life 
to those who ask for it. Dear Christian, take heart, and praise our awe-full God! Amen. 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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