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Matthew 13:37-43  |  What can be done about the weeds? 

Sunday, August 10, 2014 — Pentecost 9A 

37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the 
good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the 
enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 

40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of 
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all 
who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, 
let them hear. !
Luther used to tell this fable: When God made man out of a clod of earth and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life so that man became a living soul, the devil wanted to imitate God and also took a 
clod of earth in order to make a man of it; but it turned out to be a toad.  The devil constantly tries to 1

imitate, doesn’t he? Take people…isn’t this true of human beings? Sit in the HyVee cafe for an hour…
can you spot the good people from bad? Christians from non-Christians? The thieves, crooks, cheats, 
and liars from the honest, good, and true people? 

This is true in nature, too. Do you know the difference between a coral snake and a king snake? 
Children in the southeast portion of our country learn a rhyme to tell the difference: “Red touches 
yellow, kills a fellow. Red touches black, friend of Jack.” When I was growing up, I had to distinguish 
poison ivy from other plants; we learned a rhyme: “Leaves of three, let it be.” Or, if we came upon 
berries in the woods: “Berries white, a poisonous sight.” Because there are so many dangerous or 
unwanted things in nature, humans have created these adages to protect themselves or avoid them 
altogether. 

It’s no wonder, then, that Jesus uses a picture from nature to describe the current situation of the 
church on earth. He uses the familiar bearded darnel weed that often grew in the wheat fields in 
Palestine. The bearded darnel is annoying because it looks nearly identical to wheat as it grows. In fact, 
it’s not until it is fully mature that a person can tell the difference between it and wheat. At full maturity, 
wheat will produce a head, whereas bearded darnel won’t. At this point, it’s too late. The root system of 
the weed has already wrapped itself around the wheat. If the farmer tries to pull it out, the wheat will 
come with it. And if picked prematurely, the wheat will serve no purpose to the farmer. So, the only 
course of action is to allow the weed and wheat to grow simultaneously until the harvest. At that point 
the farmer needs to separate the weeds from the wheat because the darnel has another side effect—if 
ingested, it causes a person to become intoxicated and possibly die. 

Can you imagine how hard that must be for the farmer? He must sit by, letting this weed choke out 
portions of his crop, knowingly letting it grow side-by-side with the wheat, waiting for the harvest to 
come when he can exact his revenge on this insidious plant. But for now, he must wait… 
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We don’t have to search hard for the explanation to Jesus’ parable. He very plainly explains it to us, 
doesn’t he? The wheat plants are you, me, and the entire Church, that is, true Christians on earth. The 
darnel? These plants are the non-believers on earth, disguised as wheat. The enemy who sowed the 
darnel seeds is Satan, showing once again his desire to imitate that which is good. And just like nature, 
isn’t it difficult to distinguish those individuals who are good from those who are bad? 

So what about the weeds? What do we do with them? After all, they’re choking out the wheat! They’re 
insidious, creeping into places and situations and wreaking havoc. They’re pervasive; it seems if we 
eradicate one weed another just pops up again, twice as strong. They’re deeply rooted, not budging in 
their position, poised and ready to continue to make life difficult for the wheat around it. And they’re 
toxic and in no way useful. So what do we do?  

Human nature says go on the offensive. It’s been done before: the 12th century inquisition, the 16th 
century “cleaning house” of Henry VIII, and the 17th century Salem witch trials. But what has been the 
result? A clean garden? For a short time…but eventually the weeds come back. And at what price? 
While pulling out the weeds, many plants get uprooted, too, well before their time of usefulness is up. 

So what can be done about the weeds? What can we do? Nothing. We wait…we wait for the harvest. 
And that is all we can do. Jesus is speaking to us when he tells us to “let both grow until the harvest.” 
Why? Doesn’t it seem counterintuitive to let something harmful grow with us? And, doesn’t that make 
our lives more difficult? It may, but it is not for us to decide. Those are the words of warning here, for us. 
We are not the executors of God’s kingdom. We’re not in control. You and I don’t have the authority to 
pick any weeds. Why not? Because by nature, you and I are weeds ourselves. 

Yes. Be honest with yourself. Are there not times that you wish you could just satisfy that sinful urge? 
Are there not times that you wish you didn’t “have to” come to worship? Are there not times that you 
wish you could just live like the rest of the world without having to worry about these rules and laws? 
“But Pastor, I don’t act on them; feeling that way doesn’t mean that I actually do it.” True, but the fact 
that you feel that way is an indicator of who you and I truly are. It shows the status of our hearts. And it 
means that we, too, are weeds in a wheat field. And so we deserve the fate of the darnel. The fires of 
the harvester wait for us, ready to consume us and give us what our sinful desires deserve. 

But by grace that’s not what is in store. Why would the harvester destroy what God has nurtured and 
watered (1 Cor. 3:6-9)? Why would he burn the very plant which sprouted from the seed he had 
planted? He wouldn’t! Not because we have anything that causes him to do so; we’re toxic and full of 
death. But because of the work of Jesus we escape the tortures of hell and look forward to the 
storehouse of the Master. Because of Jesus, our works are righteous…they’re good…they’re perfect. 
Why? Because Jesus never sinned; it wasn’t that he never committed a sinful deed. No, he never did 
that. But it was far more than that. In order to pay for our sins, Jesus had to be, had to exist, had to live 
as a perfect human being. It was more than actions; every desire, every thought, every word, every 
inclination of Jesus was perfect. And because he was human just as you and I are, those perfections are 
ours. Those perfections transform us from a destructive weed to a living stalk of wheat. 

And so God uses the wheat to create the loaf (1 Cor. 10:17). He uses us to build his church. But what 
about the weeds? What do we do with them? They are not for us to give final judgment; Jesus 
commands us in his Sermon on the Mount to not judge (Mt. 7:1). This doesn’t mean we cannot use 
human reason to form opinions or ideas about other individuals. We should, and we do. We may not 
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have catchy rhymes like poison ivy or coral snakes, but we do have something far more powerful and 
far more useful: the Word. 

You see, in our sinful world there are thousands of types of weeds that litter the earth. The most 
effective way for a farmer to identify what’s wheat and what’s not is to study the wheat! He knows what 
healthy wheat should look like; he knows the characteristics of a healthy plant. And if he walks through 
his field and finds something other than healthy plants, he knows he must deal with it. 

So it is with you and me. In a world that many call the devil’s playground, we encounter so many 
pervasive and divisive ideologies and philosophies. Who can keep track of them all?!? But this is why 
we study the Word. This is why we identify Christian characteristics. Paul describes some of them this 
way: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23). If 
we encounter people or ideas that are contrary to these things, stay away from them! 

Satan’s good at hiding it, though! He’s a master imitator, cloaking what is harmful and dangerous under 
ideas that sound good or philosophies that feel good. But be patient; be diligent; be faithful. Then 
wait. Wait for the Lord to return. Wait for the harvesters to appear. As you wait, make your spiritual life 
your priority. Prepare yourself to face these weeds with the Word. Prioritize your daily life: are you in 
the Word personally and with your family? Do you devote a time of your day to prayer? Do you look for 
opportunities to worship? Do your practice Godly repentance and forgiveness? When you do these 
things you’ll not only be able to deal with the humans in your life, but the toads, too. Amen. 

!
✙ 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
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