
HEAR WHAT THE LORD SAYS!
The Second Sunday in Lent 



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Kearney, Nebraska

Sunday, February 21, 2016

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery  is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

Jeremiah was rejected because he did not tell the people what they wanted to hear. Though 
threatened with death, he was resolute in his mission and faithfully proclaimed the Word of the 
Lord. Paul contrasts the journey through life of those who are enemies of the cross of Christ 
and those who embrace it. Even though he was rejected by many, the Christ was resolute on his 
journey to redeem us. He would not be intimidated by Pharisaical lies or enemies of the cross. 
He would press on toward his goal to redeem humankind from the violence of sin, gathering 
the elect beneath his eternal wings. Notice the invitation to repentance and mercy by the Lord 
of free and faithful grace that follows Jeremiah’s wake-up call. But it was a call that fell on 
many deaf ears. Whether we like it or not, our Lord speaks to us, today. Yet, despite a call to 
repentance, our focus remains on the message of the cross. It is only in Jesus that we can find 
strength to be resolute on our journey to follow him.  

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

As Christians who believe that the Bible is inspired by God and that every word 
written in it is God’s holy word, we believe that we receive the body and blood in, 
with, and under the bread and wine. While this is something that goes beyond our 

human understanding, our faith allows us to accept this as true. God warns us in the 
Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching or who denies this real presence 
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of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if not properly taught first (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29).

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially  those  attending the  Lord’s  Table  this  morning.  If  you are  a  guest  and desire  to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are 
members of our congregation, one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
[ELS].

SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preaching & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael P. Seelow.....................................................................
Keyboardist Logan Hansen........................................................................................................................
Greeters Rich & Sandy Harp.......................................................................................................................
Ushers Randy Webb & Les Adelung..........................................................................................................
Sound Technician Jamie Scott....................................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License #A-716958.

All Scripture is from the English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News 
Publishers.

Psalm Refrain Tune: Robert J. Thompson. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.

Artwork by Steve Erspamer © 1992 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE COMMON SERVICE
“The Common Service” is a version of the historic liturgy of the Christian church. It became the 
service commonly used by English-speaking Lutherans in America and appeared as “The Order of 
the Holy Communion” in The Lutheran Hymnal.

OPENING HYMN Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus | CW 351

Please stand.

m: In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

m: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie
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ABSOLUTION

m: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.  

GLORY BE TO GOD - Gloria in Excelsis

During Lent, the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

m: The Lord be with you.

m: Let us pray.

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from 
all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Be seated. 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The Service of the Word
Having just received absolution for their sins,  believers now gather around the Word of  God to find 
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 26:8-15
Jeremiah was rejected because he did not  
tell the people what they wanted to hear.

8 And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him 
to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid 
hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9 Why have you prophesied in the name of the 
LORD, saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 
inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.
10 When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king's house 
to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house 
of the Lord. 11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the 
people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against 
this city, as you have heard with your own ears.”
12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent 
me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13 Now 
therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your 
God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 
14 But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. 15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 42-43 | CW p. 82

Refrain

As the deer pants for streams of water,*  
so my soul pants for you, O God.

My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.*  
Where can I go and meet with God?

Why are you downcast, O my soul?*  
Why so disturbed within me?

Put your hope in God,*  
for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.

Refrain

Send forth your light and your truth, let them guide me;*  
let them bring me to the place where you dwell.

Then will I go to the altar of God, my joy and my delight.*  
I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON Philippians 3:17–4:1
Paul contrasts the journey through life of those who are  
enemies of the cross of Christ and those who embrace it.

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to 
the example you have in us. 18 For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell 
you  even  with  tears,  walk  as  enemies  of  the  cross  of  Christ.  19  Their  end  is 
destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 
earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
4:1 Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
thus in the Lord, my beloved.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY Philippians 2:8b

m Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.

C Thanks be to God!

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:31-35
Jesus presses on toward his goal to redeem  

humankind from the violence of sin, gathering  
the elect beneath his eternal wings.

Please stand.

m: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter thirteen.

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for 
Herod wants to kill you.” 32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast 
out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my 
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course.  33  Nevertheless,  I  must  go on my way today and tomorrow and the day 
following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 34 O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to 
it!  How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. 
And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord!’”

m: This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, You I Love with All My Heart | CW 434

SERMON Jeremiah 26:12-15

12 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent 
me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 13 Now 
therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your 
God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 
14 But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and right to 
you. 15 Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent 
blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.”

Can you handle the truth?

OFFERTORY

Please stand.
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Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are visiting 
with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please stand.
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The Holy Sacrament
Our  Lord  Jesus  has  given  us  a  holy  supper  in  which  we  receive  his  true  body  and  blood  for  the 
forgiveness  of  sins  and  the  strengthening  of  our  faith.  In  this  supper  we  celebrate  the  gift  of  his 
redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his 

death until he returns.

m The Lord be with you.

m Lift up your hearts.

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord,  holy  Father,  almighty and everlasting God,  through Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — Sanctus
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

m Blessed are you, O God Almighty, who through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, created all 
things and made mankind in your own image. You have gathered us here to remember 
Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. In this meal you give us his true body and blood, which paid 
our debt to you and assures us of your forgiveness. For all of your undeserved love toward 
us, we give thanks and praise to your living and life-giving name: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done
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on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those 
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LAMB OF GOD — Agnus Dei
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Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION 

We ask that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at the 
Lord’s Table. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, or would like to inquire about how you, too, 
can commune with us, please speak with the Pastor following the service. 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Thanksgiving and Prayer
Having just received in the Lord’s body and blood the reassurance of  the forgiveness of  sins and the 
promise of life in heaven, believers join their hearts and voices in thanking him through song and prayer.

SONG OF SIMEON — Nunc Dimittis

Please stand.

m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

m We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING

m: The LORD bless you and keep you.

The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence | CW 361
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Announcements

BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY!  Sunday School  will  meet  at  10:45  in  the 
church. Bible Class will start at 10:55 in the multi-purpose room. We will be continuing our study 
of Romans 1-8. 

LENT CONTINUES THIS WEEK This year’s series is titled: “A 
Lamb  Goes  Uncomplaining  Forth”,  and are  based  on  a  sermon 
series from a Professor of our seminary in 1889. Services are on 
Wednesday evenings at  7pm. Lenten suppers will  begin each 
week at 6:00pm (except for Ash Wednesday when there is no 
supper.)  A schedule  for  this  Lenten season is  included as  an 
insert in this bulletin.  Please start  making plans now in your 
schedule to be able to spend some time with the Lord during 
this blessed season of the church year.

THE LORD’S SUPPER DURING LENT During the season of 
Lent, the Lord’s Supper will be offered every week in the Divine 
Service. Since the season of Lent is a season of repentance, it is 
only fitting that the church offers forgiveness through the Holy Supper throughout the season. If 
you have any questions or concerns about this practice, please speak with Pastor Seelow.

2016 WELS INTERNATIONAL YOUTH RALLY This summer, the WELS Commission on Youth 
and  Family  Ministry  is  holding  their  bi-annual  International  Youth  Rally  at  Colorado  State 
University in Fort Collins, CO. The rally will be held June 28-July 1, 2016. Cost to attend is $355 
plus travel expenses. The deadline for a decision to go to the rally is NEXT TUESDAY, March 1. 
If you (or you think your child would be) are interested in attending, please speak with Pastor 
Seelow. The ages for the rally (completing) 8th grade through a 2016 high school graduate.

CONGREGATION AT PRAYER A copy of the newest “A Congregation at Prayer” is available 
on the table in the entryway. This packet is  not only a good outline for personal and family 
devotions,  but  it  also  includes  an  up-to-date  prayer  list  for  those  in  (and  outside)  our 
congregation.
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This Week’s Calendar

Wednesday, February 24 10a — Matins..................
4p — Confirmation
7p — Mid-Week Lenten Service

Sunday, February 28 9:30a — Divine Service with Holy Communion.........................

Ushers: Tony Wenz & Trevor Adelung
Greeters: Lange Family

10:45a — Sunday School
10:55a — Romans 1-8

Cleaning (2/21-2/27) Church—Webb; Fellowship—Wenz; Ed. Bldg.—Adelung  .......................
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