
HE GIVES LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS
The Festival of Epiphany  



THE DIVINE SERVICE
The liturgy  of  the  church  follows  the  same patterns  of  worship  services  used  by  Christians  for 
millennia. It beautifully unites believers across the ages in celebrating the wondrous mercies of our 
Lord through the Word and the Sacrament.

ABOUT THE FESTIVAL OF EPIPHANY

The Eastern Church celebrates January 6th as the Nativity of our Lord. For 
the West, the Epiphany of Our Lord is the continued celebration of the birth 
of the Savior of Nations. So bright is the dawning of the Son, so great is the 
fullness  of  his  glory,  that  his  light  not  only  fills  the  dark  streets  of 
Bethlehem,  but  the  ends  of  the  earth.  Jew  and  Gentile  alike  gather  to 
worship him who is born ruler of Judah and Shepherd of all Israel. 

INVOCATION
Please stand.

m In the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 119:97-99, 103

m Oh, how I love your law!

C I meditate on it all day long.

m Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,

C for they are ever with me.

m I have more insight than all my teachers,

C for I meditate on your statutes.

m How sweet are your words to my taste,

C sweeter than honey to my mouth!

CONFESSION OF SINS 2 Timothy 3:16,17

m All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness,

C so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

m Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. For this 
and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness.
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The penitent may kneel.

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

ABSOLUTION John 20:31

m God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name.”

The Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay 
for all  your sins,  and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore,  as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

If kneeling, please stand.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

m Let us pray.

Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known to the nations your one and only 
Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your 
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

Be seated.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6
Nations will come to the Lord.

RISE, SHINE, FOR YOUR LIGHT has come,  
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  

2 For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,  
and thick darkness the peoples;  

but the LORD will arise upon you,  
and his glory will be seen upon you.  

3 And nations shall come to your light,  
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see;  
they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar,  
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.  

5 Then you shall see and be radiant;  
your heart shall thrill and exult,  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because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,  
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.  

6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,  
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;  
all those from Sheba shall come.  

They shall bring gold and frankincense,  
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 72 | CW p. 51

Refrain

Endow the King with your justice, O God,  
the royal son with your righteousness.  

He will defend the afflicted among the people  
and save the children of the needy.

He will endure as long as the sun,  
as long as the moon, through all generations.  

He will be like rain falling on a mown field,  
like showers watering the earth. 

!6



Refrain

All kings will bow down to him  
and all nations will serve him.  

All nations will be blessed through him,  
and they will call him blessed.

May his name endure forever;  
may it continue as long as the sun.  

Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.  
May the whole earth be filled with his glory.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning,  
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 3:2-12
God reveals his eternal purpose—salvation  

through faith in Christ, his Son.

SSUMING THAT YOU HAVE HEARD of the stewardship of God's grace 
that was given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by 
revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive 

my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of 
men  in  other  generations  as  it  has  now  been  revealed  to  his  holy  apostles  and 
prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the 
saints,  this  grace  was given,  to  preach to  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages  in  God who  created  all  things,  10  so  that  through  the  church  the  manifold 
wisdom of  God might  now be  made known to  the  rulers  and authorities  in  the 
heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ  Jesus our Lord,  12   in  whom we have boldness and access  with confidence 
through our faith in him.
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m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY Matthew 2:2b [NIV]

m Alleluia! We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him. 

C Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 2:1-121

The Magi from the East visit the Christ-child.

Please stand.

m The Holy Gospel appointed for the Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord, according to St. 
Matthew chapter two.

C Praise be to you, O Lord.

OW AFTER JESUS WAS BORN IN BETHLEHEM OF JUDEA in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 

it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled,  and all  Jerusalem with  him;  4  and assembling  all  the  chief  priests  and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They 
told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

for from you shall come a ruler  
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 
the star had appeared. 8  And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 
may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came 
to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

 The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our King.1
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exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, 
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

m This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY How Lovely Shines the Morning Star | CW 79

SERMON Matthew 2:10,11

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into 
the  house  they  saw  the  child  with  Mary  his  mother,  and  they  fell  down  and 
worshiped  him.  Then,  opening  their  treasures,  they  offered  him  gifts,  gold  and 
frankincense and myrrh.

Do you have “Epiphany Joy”?

NICENE CREED2

Please stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend 2

the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.
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begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are visiting 
with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

This evening, each petition of the prayer will be prayed and then concluded in this way:

m …Lord, in your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

!10



The final petition of the prayer will be concluded in this way:

m …through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

The Holy Sacrament
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

PREFACE3

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is good and right so to do.

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for what 
had been hidden from before the foundation of the world you have made known to the 
nations in your Son. In him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, you have 
manifested the fullness of your glory. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of 
heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The 3

opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy.
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:94

Tune: MUNICH [CW 78]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING5

m All glory and splendor, thanks and praise are yours, O Lord, heavenly Father. 

You pierced the gloomy darkness of sin and unbelief with the brilliant light of your Son. 

You guided the Magi to worship the Christ and revealed the mystery of your eternal 
plan to save both Jew and Gentile. 

 “Sanctus” means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the 2nd century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by 4

the 14th century.

 Jesus took bread and “gave thanks.” (cf. Matthew 26:26)5
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You declared Jesus your beloved Son at the Jordan River and, with your Spirit,  you 
anointed him to be the Savior of all people. 

Bless our reception of your Son’s body and blood that we may shine with the joy of faith. 
Use this most Holy Sacrament to illumine our lives and minds with Christ’s forgiveness, 
peace,  and comfort.  Refresh our faith,  and help us to reflect his truth and grace to the 
world. We ask this that you may receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe 
and language and people and nation.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,256

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread 6

and wine for the Lord’s use. This is why he stands behind the altar during this portion of the service. The sign of the cross reminds 
us of Christ’s death, which is necessary for this Sacrament.
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

LAMB OF GOD – Agnus Dei    John 1:297

 Jesus is the “Agnus Dei,” or “Lamb of God,” who was offered as a sacrifice once for all.7
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DISTRIBUTION  8

We ask that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at the 
Lord’s Table this morning. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, please speak with the Pastor 
following the service.

Thanksgiving and Prayer
Having just received in the Lord’s body and blood the reassurance of  the forgiveness of  sins and the 
promise of life in heaven, believers join their hearts and voices in thanking him through song and prayer.

SONG OF SIMEON – Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-329

Tune: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN CHRISTEN [CW 93]

Please stand.

 The  Scriptures  teach  that  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  connects  us  intimately  with  Christ  and  with  one  another  as 8

Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.

 The “Nunc Dimittis,” or “Now Dismiss,” is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have 9

seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior.
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m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C And his mercy endures forever.

m We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given 
us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 
our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people 
until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, 
who lives and who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BLESSING10

m The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

C Amen.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Hail, O Source of Every Blessing | CW 87

 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], 10

and I will bless them.” (cf. Numbers 6:27)

!16


