
JESUS, THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY
The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 



GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Kearney, Nebraska

Sunday, January 24, 2016

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE 3RD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Jesus reveals himself as the Anointed one with the Father’s authority to proclaim himself as 
fulfillment  of  prophecy.  The  Word  made  flesh  points  to  the  Word  and  boldly  proclaims, 
“Fulfillment.” This bold proclamation carries joy to the very heart of the body of Christ and 
emboldens its members to proclaim the same.  

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

In Holy Communion, we share in the mystery of the bread and wine offered together 
with the body and blood of  Christ.  As Christians who believe that  the Bible  is 
inspired by God and that every word written in it is God’s holy Word, we believe 

that we receive the body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. While 
this is  something that goes beyond our human understanding, our faith allows us to 

accept this as true. God warns us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching 
or who denies this real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if 
not taught first. 

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially  those  attending the  Lord’s  Table  this  morning.  If  you are  a  guest  and desire  to 
commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are 
members of our congregation, one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical 
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Lutheran Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
[ELS].

SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preaching & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael Seelow.........................................................................
Keyboardist Logan Hansen........................................................................................................................
Ushers Randy Kahle & Brent Meyer..........................................................................................................
Greeters Jim & Wanda Cantrell..................................................................................................................
Sound Technician Logan Hansen..............................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License #A-716958.

Divine Service II © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Psalm  Refrain  Tune:  Richard  Proulx.  ©  1986  GIA Publications,  Inc.,  Chicago,  IL,  www.giamusic.com.  All  rights 
reserved. Used by permission.

All Scripture is from the The Holy Bible, English Standard Version Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing 
ministry of Good News Publishers.

Artwork by Steve Erspamer © 1992 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
The liturgy  of  the  church  follows  the  same patterns  of  worship  services  used  by  Christians  for 
millennia. It beautifully unites believers across the ages in celebrating the wondrous mercies of our 
Lord through the Word and the Sacrament.

OPENING HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed | CW 93

INVOCATION1

Please stand.

m In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

m Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C Lord of Life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.

For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice,  
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus sake.

 The name of the triune God and the sign of the cross remind worshipers of their baptism.1
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ABSOLUTION2

m Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us 
alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his 
called servant:

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY – Kyrie Mark 10:473

m In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need 
to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

m For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ.

C Christ, have mercy.

m For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we 
await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

m Lord of Life, live in us that we may live for you.

C Amen.

 The use of the keys is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth: to forgive the sins of penitent sinners. 2

(cf. John 20:21-23)

 “Kyrie” is the Greek word for “Lord.” The expression, “Lord, have mercy,” is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian 3

church.
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GLORY BE TO GOD – Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:144

Tune: TRURO [CW 84]

 Christians praise God by proclaiming the great things he has done to accomplish our rescue from sin.  “Glory to God in the 4

Highest” has been a Christian song of worship since the fourth century.
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The Word
Having just received absolution for their sins,  believers now gather around the Word of  God to find 
encouragement and peace for their lives on earth.

SALUTATION5

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

m Let us pray.

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. 
Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, 
bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your 
Son, our Lord,  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen.

Be seated.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 61:1-6
The Anointed one proclaims healing and  
freedom – the making of all things right. 

1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,  
because the LORD has anointed me  

to bring good news to the poor;  
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives,  
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;  

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor,  

 This greeting, known as the “Salutation,” has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word section and the 5

Sacrament section (p. 17) of the service.
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and the day of vengeance of our God;  
to comfort all who mourn;  

3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—  
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,  

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,  
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;  

that they may be called oaks of righteousness,  
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.  

4 They shall build up the ancient ruins;  
they shall raise up the former devastations;  

they shall repair the ruined cities,  
the devastations of many generations.

5 Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;  
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;  

6 but you shall be called the priests of the LORD; 
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;  

you shall eat the wealth of the nations,  
and in their glory you shall boast.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 19 | CW p. 70

Refrain

The heavens declare the glory of God;*  
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Their voice goes out into all the earth,*  
their words to the ends of the world.

Refrain

The law of the LORD is perfect,*  
giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,*  
giving light to the eyes.

They are more precious than gold;*  
they are sweeter than honey.

By them is your servant taught;*  
in keeping them there is great reward.

Refrain

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart*  
be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON 1 Corinthians 12:12-21, 26, 27
Appreciate the unity of the body of Christ. Though  

different parts, yet each is a part of the one body. 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink 
of one Spirit.
14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 
“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any 
less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not 
belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If the whole 
body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an 
ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in 
the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would 
the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the 
feet, “I have no need of you.” 
26  If one member suffers, all suffer together; if  one member is honored, all rejoice 
together.
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 20:21

The pastor will sing the verse of the day.

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 4:14-216

All that was promised to believers  
in the Old Testament is fulfilled. 

Please stand.

m The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter four.

C Praise be to you, O Lord.

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him 
went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified by all.
16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, 
he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the 

 The congregation stands and speaks words of acclamation out of respect for the words of Christ, our King.6
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scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written,

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he  has  anointed  me  to  proclaim  good 
news to the poor.

He  has  sent  me  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the 
captives  and  recovering  of  sight  to  the 
blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those  who  are 
oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began 
to  say  to  them,  “Today  this  Scripture  has  been 
fulfilled in your hearing.”

m This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise be to you, O Christ.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY O God from God, O Light from Light | CW 85

SERMON Luke 4:18-21

16  And [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 
custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 
17 And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written,

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
because he has anointed me  
to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives  
and recovering of sight to the blind,  
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”
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20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 
eyes of all  in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21  And he began to say to them, 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

NICENE CREED7

Please stand.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

 Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend 7

the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.
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We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are visiting 
with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Holy Sacrament
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the forgiveness 
of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear 
witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns.

PREFACE8

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is good and right so to do.

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came 
as the Light of the world so that the world may have light and life through him. Therefore 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:

 The words of the Preface mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise. The 8

opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy.

"14



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY – Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:99

Tune: MUNICH [CW 78]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING10

m All glory and splendor, thanks and praise are yours, O Lord, heavenly Father. Bless our 
reception of your Son’s body and blood that we may shine with the joy of faith. Use this 
most Holy Sacrament to illumine our lives and minds with Christ’s forgiveness, peace, and 
comfort. Refresh our faith, and help us to reflect his truth and grace to the world. We ask 

 “Sanctus” means “holy.” Used possibly as early as the 2nd century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by 9

the 14th century.

 Jesus took bread and “gave thanks.” (cf. Matthew 26:26)10
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this that you may receive endless honor, glory, and praise from every tribe and language 
and people and nation.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-28; 1 Corinthians 11:24,2511

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

 As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread 11

and wine for the Lord’s use. This is why he stands behind the altar during this portion of the service. The sign of the cross reminds 
us of Christ’s death, which is necessary for this Sacrament.

"16



LAMB OF GOD – Agnus Dei    John 1:2912

DISTRIBUTION

We ask that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at the 
Lord’s Table this morning. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, please speak with the Pastor 
following the service.

 Jesus is the “Agnus Dei,” or “Lamb of God,” who was offered as a sacrifice once for all.12
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Thanksgiving and Prayer
Having just received in the Lord’s body and blood the reassurance of  the forgiveness of  sins and the 
promise of life in heaven, believers join their hearts and voices in thanking him through song and prayer.

SONG OF SIMEON – Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29-3213

Tune: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN CHRISTEN [CW 93]

Please stand.

 The “Nunc Dimittis,” or “Now Dismiss,” is also known as the “Song of Simeon.” Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have 13

seen Jesus Christ, and like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior.
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m O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C And his mercy endures forever.

m We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given 
us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 
our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people 
until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, 
who lives and who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BLESSING14

m The LORD bless you and keep you.  
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

C Amen.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness | CW 353 

 The blessing of Aaron has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years. The Lord said, “So they will put my name on [them], 14

and I will bless them.” (cf. Numbers 6:27)
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This Week’s Announcements

BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY!  Sunday School  will  meet  at  10:45  in  the 
church. Bible Class will start at 10:55 in the multi-purpose room. We will be continuing our study 
of Romans 1-8. 

NEW! DIVINE SERVICE HELPS Good Shepherd is offering a new e-mail series that intends to 
help your edification in the Divine Service on Sundays. These e-mails include the three readings 
and the hymn of the day as well as questions concerning each of those parts of the service. Be on 
the lookout for this new series!

THE  ANNUAL  SOUPER-BOWL  IS  BACK!  Good  Shepherd  will  once  again  be  hosting  a 
fellowship gathering on Super Bowl Sunday, February 7. Plans for the day include a soup lunch 
and bowling at Big Apple in the afternoon. If you’re interested and plan on attending, a sign up 
sheet is  available on the bulletin board in the entry way. Please sign up so that we have an 
accurate count to be able to reserve lanes at the bowling alley. See you there!

2016 WELS INTERNATIONAL YOUTH RALLY This summer, the WELS Commission on Youth 
and  Family  Ministry  is  holding  their  bi-annual  International  Youth  Rally  at  Colorado  State 
University in Fort Collins, CO. The rally will be held June 28-July 1, 2016. Cost to attend is $355 
plus travel expenses. The deadline for a decision to go to the rally is March 1. If you (or you 
think your child would be) are interested in attending, please speak with Pastor Seelow. The ages 
for the rally (completing) 8th grade through a 2016 high school graduate.

2016 OFFERING ENVELOPES NOW AVAILABLE  The 2016 offering envelopes have arrived. 
They are available in the entry way of the church. If you have not already, please pick them up as 
soon as possible. If any envelopes remain by February 1, they will be mailed to your home. Please 
save the church postage by picking them up this week!

DEVOTIONAL OPTIONS ON TELEVISION  Can’t  Make the Service on Sunday? Or,  know 
someone  who  might  need  some  more  devotional  resources?  A WELS  church  based  out  of 
Milwaukee owns and operates a ministry called Time of Grace. This television ministry includes a 
sermon and short devotional thoughts from a WELS pastor each week on your television. Go to 
http://www.timeofgrace.org/media/ways_to_watch to find the channel.

FROM THE NE DISTRICT MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN GIVING COORDINATOR Now to 
him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 



within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! 
Amen.  (Ephesians  3:20-21)  This  Scripture  is  worth  pondering  and  proclaiming.  It  beautifully 
describes the limitless ability of our heavenly Father, who powerfully works with us by his Spirit 
to give God a good name in the sphere of the church and Christ Jesus, the world’s Redeemer and 
Light. Want proof of the Father’s ability? Reflect on what he’s done for, in, and through your 
family and you this past weekend. His rich blessings for soul and body are far more than we 
asked or imagined! Further evidence of God’s immeasurable working is how the Lord richly 
blessed your  efforts  in  support  of  the  work we do together  as  a  synod.  Calendar  year  2015 
Congregation Mission Offerings totaled $21,507,000,  an all-time high.  These gifts  are $611,000 
(2.9%) more than 2015 subscriptions and $235,000 (1.1%) more than actual CMO 2014 gifts. This is 
the fourth year in a row that receipts have exceeded subscriptions. God be praised! The Lord 
bless your ongoing efforts to encourage the saints to marvel at the Lord’s grace and to support 
the spread of his gospel!

CONGREGATION AT PRAYER A copy of the newest “A Congregation at Prayer” is available 
on the table in the entryway. This packet is  not only a good outline for personal and family 
devotions,  but  it  also  includes  an  up-to-date  prayer  list  for  those  in  (and  outside)  our 
congregation.

This Week’s Calendar

Wednesday, January 27 4p — Confirmation.................
7p — Connecting Sinai to Calvary Bible Class

Sunday, January 31 9:30a — Divine Service........................

Ushers: Rick & Mannie Reinsch
Greeters: Mark & Jamie Darby and Family
Sound Technician: Logan Hansen

10:30a — Fellowship
10:45a — Sunday School
10:55a — Romans 1-8 Bible Class

Cleaning (1/24-1/30) Church—Adelung; Fellowship—Brei; Ed. Bldg.—Cantrell  .......................
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devotions,  but  it  also  includes  an  up-to-date  prayer  list  for  those  in  (and  outside)  our 
congregation.

This Week’s Calendar

Wednesday, January 27 4p — Confirmation.................
7p — Connecting Sinai to Calvary Bible Class

Sunday, January 31 9:30a — Divine Service........................

Ushers: Rick & Mannie Reinsch
Greeters: Mark & Jamie Darby and Family
Sound Technician: Logan Hansen

10:30a — Fellowship
10:45a — Sunday School
10:55a — Romans 1-8 Bible Class

Cleaning (1/24-1/30) Church—Adelung; Fellowship—Brei; Ed. Bldg.—Cantrell.......................


