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GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Kearney, Nebraska

Sunday, March 13, 2016

WELCOME TO GOOD SHEPHERD!

We are so happy you could join us today! If we can assist you in any way with questions about 
our confession of faith, spiritual struggles, understanding our liturgical service, or any other 
need, please let us know. It is our prayer that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will strengthen and 
comfort you.

For your convenience, Listening Devices are available for those who need assistance in hearing 
the service. Please speak with an usher if you need one. A Nursery  is also available and is 
equipped with a speaker so that a minimal amount of the service is missed. The nursery is 
located in the hallway just off the entryway (first door on left).

SERVICE NOTES FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT

How beautiful is our journey to the cross and tomb. We have seen our Savior’s battle waged 
against temptation. We have found confidence in his resolution to carry out the Father’s plan of 
salvation. We have turned to the Lord at his invitation to draw near with repentant hearts. And 
we have rejoiced in his loving and forgiving embrace. In these final hours before Holy Week, 
even as we rejoice in the great things God has done for his people throughout history, let us put 
the ways of the past behind us and continue to strive for that for which Christ has laid hold of 
us. 

HOLY COMMUNION IS OFFERED TODAY

In Holy Communion, we share in the mystery of the bread and wine offered together 
with the body and blood of  Christ.  As Christians who believe that  the Bible  is 
inspired by God and that every word written in it is God’s holy Word, we believe 

that we receive the body and blood in, with, and under the bread and wine. While 
this is  something that goes beyond our human understanding, our faith allows us to 

accept this as true. God warns us in the Bible that anyone who doesn’t understand this teaching 
or who denies this real presence of Christ’s body and blood will do damage to his or her soul if 
not taught first. 

As a  congregation we care about  people and about  the spiritual  well-being of  individuals, 
especially  those  attending the  Lord’s  Table  this  morning.  If  you are  a  guest  and desire  to 
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commune, please speak to the pastor before the service. Our altar is open to those who confess 
oneness with us in doctrine, are not under church discipline in another congregation, and are 
members of our congregation, one of our sister congregations in the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod [WELS], or a member of our sister synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
[ELS].

SERVING IN THE DIVINE SERVICE

Preacher & Presiding Minister Pr. Nathanael P. Seelow........................................................................
Keyboardist Logan Hansen........................................................................................................................
Ushers Mark Darby & Jim Cantrell............................................................................................................
Greeters Nick and Kathy Powers...............................................................................................................
Sound Technician Chaden Darby..............................................................................................................

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

All liturgical songs and text in this worship service is used by permission under One-License #A-716958.

All Scripture is from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of 
Good News Publishers.

Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.,  (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.).   All rights 
reserved. Used by permission.

Artwork by Steve Erspamer © 1992 Archdiocese of Chicago. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Divine Service I — Christian Worship: Supplement, pg. 15

OPENING HYMN This is the Day the Lord Has Made | CW 225

INVOCATION

Please stand.

Throughout the service, the sign of the cross (✙) may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.1

m In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

CONFESSION OF SINS

m: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 1 John 1:8,9  
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

m Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.

 The name of the Triune God and the sign of the cross reminds worshipers of their baptisms. 1

Martin Luther wrote in his Small Catechism, “In the morning when you get up, make the 
sign of the holy cross and say, ‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.’”
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LORD, HAVE MERCY — Kyrie

ABSOLUTION

m God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.   

C Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD — Gloria in Excelsis

During the season of Lent, the joyful Gloria in Excelsis is omitted.

PRAYER OF THE DAY — Collect

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m Let us pray.

Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the 
cross  for  our  salvation  that  through  his  anguish,  pain,  and  death  we  may  receive 
forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

Be seated.
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The Service of the Word

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:16-21
The LORD’s deliverance of his people from a  
life of slavery in Egypt pales in comparison  

to the salvation to be worked in the Messiah. 

16 Thus says the LORD, 
who makes a way in the sea,  
a path in the mighty waters, 

17 who brings forth chariot and horse,  
army and warrior;  

they lie down, they cannot rise,  
they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:  

18 “Remember not the former things,  
nor consider the things of old.  

19 Behold, I am doing a new thing;  
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?  

I will make a way in the wilderness 
and rivers in the desert.  

20 The wild beasts will honor me,  
the jackals and the ostriches,  

for I give water in the wilderness,  
rivers in the desert,  

to give drink to my chosen people,  
21 the people whom I formed for myself  

that they might declare my praise.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!
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PSALM Psalm 73 | CW p. 94

Refrain

I am always with | you, O LORD;*  
you hold me by my | right hand.

You guide me with your | counsel,*  
and afterward you will take me into | glory.

Whom have I in heav- | en but you?*  
And earth has nothing I desire be- | sides you.

My flesh and my | heart may fail,*  
but God is the strength of my heart  
and my portion for- | ever.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit,

as it was in the be- | ginning,*  
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Refrain
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SECOND LESSON Philippians 3:8-14
All that is earthly gain and glory is  
rubbish compared to the surpassing  
greatness of knowing Christ Jesus. 

8  Indeed,  I  count everything as loss because of  the surpassing worth of  knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ,  the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10  that I  may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from 
the dead.
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

m The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 10:45 [NIV]

m The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,

C and to give his life as a ransom for many.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 20:9-19
Those who receive Christ with hearts of faith  

will gratefully bring forth fruit and, along  
with him, enjoy the Son’s inheritance forever. 

Please stand.

m The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter twenty.
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9 And he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and let it 
out to tenants and went into another country for a long while. 10 When the time came, 
he sent a servant to the tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 And he sent 
another servant. But they also beat and treated him shamefully, and sent him away 
empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded and cast out. 
13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps  they  will  respect  him.’  14  But  when  the  tenants  saw  him,  they  said  to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.’ 
15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the owner 
of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said, “Surely not!” 17 But he looked 
directly at them and said, “What then is this that is written:

“‘The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the cornerstone’?

18  Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on 
anyone, it will crush him.”
19 The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for 
they perceived that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people.

m This is the Gospel of the Lord.

NICENE CREED

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
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begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We believe in one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY My Song Is Love Unknown | CW 110

SERMON Isaiah 43:18,19

18 “Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. 19 Behold, I am 
doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

His Mercies Are New, Not Old!
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CREATE IN ME   

Please stand.

Be seated.

OFFERING

Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are visiting 
with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Please stand.
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The Service of the Sacrament

m The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

m Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them up to the Lord.

m Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is good and right so to do.

m It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord,  holy  Father,  almighty and everlasting God,  through Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  who 
brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the 
devil, who overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY — Sanctus  
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

m Blessed are you, O merciful Father, for when Adam sinned and lost your image, you did 
not forsake the people you had created. You sent your only begotten Son to take on human 
flesh through the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary. As our substitute, he fulfilled all of your 
laws in our place and died the death we deserve because of our sin. You have gathered us 
here to remember Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf. In this meal you give us his true body and 
blood, which paid our debt to you and assures us of  your forgiveness.  For all  of  your 
undeserved love toward us, we give thanks and praise to your living and life-giving name: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those  
who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 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and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

m Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C Amen.

LAMB OF GOD — Agnus Dei  
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DISTRIBUTION 

We ask that only members of the Wisconsin Synod [WELS] or the Evangelical Lutheran Synod [ELS] join us at the 
Lord’s Table. If you have questions concerning our communion practice, or would like to inquire about how you, too, 
can commune with us, please speak with the Pastor following the service.

In dismissing the communicants, the minister says:

m Now,  may this  true  body and blood strengthen and keep you in  the  true  faith  to  life 
everlasting. Your sins ✙ are forgiven. Go in peace. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE

m We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. We pray 
that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BLESSING

m The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace.

C Amen.

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me | CW 428 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Announcements

BIBLE CLASS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL TODAY!  Sunday School  will  meet  at  10:45  in  the 
church. Bible Class will start at 10:55 in the multi-purpose room. We will be continuing our study 
of Romans 1-8. 

LENT CONTINUES THIS WEEK This year’s series is titled: “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”, 
and are based on a sermon series from a Professor of our seminary in 1889. Our final mid-week 
service is this Wednesday evening at 7pm. Our final Lenten supper will begin at 6:00pm.

PALM  SUNDAY  PROCESSION  SIGN-UP  Next  Sunday,  March  20,  is  Palm 
Sunday, the first day of Holy Week. A Procession of Palms is planned for the 
service involving the children of the Sunday School. If you and/or your family 
would like to participate in the procession, please sign up on the bulletin board in 

the entry way. Questions? Speak to Pastor Seelow.

EASTER LILLY SIGN-UP There is a sign-up sheet in the entry way to sign up to purchase a Lilly 
to be used to decorate the front of the church for the Easter season. The cost of a Lilly is $8. As in 
the past, a memorial may be attached to the flower(s).

SCRIP ORDER MONDAY Marlene Hansen will be placing a SCRIP order tomorrow, March 14. 
SCRIP  is  a  program  in  which  you  may  buy  gift  cards  to  stores  in  the  community  and  an 
organization receives a percentage of the purchase back. If you are interested in purchasing cards, 
or have questions about the program, please speak with Marlene.

EASTER BREAKFAST SIGN-UP A sign-up sheet for our annual Easter Breakfast is now up on 
the bulletin board in the entry way. If you able, please sign up to bring a dish to pass or a drink to 
provide. Any questions? Speak to a member of the Ladies’ Guild.

CONGREGATION AT PRAYER A copy of the newest “A Congregation at Prayer” is available 
on the table in the entryway. This packet is  not only a good outline for personal and family 
devotions,  but  it  also  includes  an  up-to-date  prayer  list  for  those  in  (and  outside)  our 
congregation.



HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE Next week is Holy Week, the week leading up to the highest festival 
of the Church: Easter. In honor of this special observance of the Church, a special schedule is 
observed throughout the week. The schedule for the week is as follows:

Holy Monday March 21 10a — Matins.............................. ............

Holy Tuesday March 22 10a — Matins.............................. ............

Holy Wednesday March 23 10a — Matins........................ ............

Holy (Maundy) Thursday March 24 10a — Matins........ ............
7p  — Paschal  Triduum:  The  Service  of  Word 

and Sacrament

Good Friday March 25 10a — Matins................................ ............
7p — Paschal Triduum: Tenebrae

Easter Sunday March 27 6:30a — Paschal Triduum: Easter Vigil............................. ............
9:30a  —  Festival  Service:  The  Festival  of  the 

Resurrection of Our Lord

This Week’s Calendar

Monday, March 14 9a — Platte Circuit Pastors’ Meeting @ Good Shepherd.............................

Tuesday, March 15 9:30a — BIC.............................

Wednesday, March 16 AM — Shut-in/Hospital Calls.......................
4p — Confirmation
6p — Lenten Supper
7p — Mid-Week Lenten Service

Sunday, March 20 9:30a — Divine Service with Holy Communion..............................

Ushers: Mark Darby & Chaden Darby
Greeters: M. Reinsch Family

10:45a — Sunday School
10:55a — Romans 1-8

Cleaning (3/13-3/19) Church—Powers; Fellowship—Reinsch; Ed. Bldg.—Riggins ..........................
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